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Thereby delivering theſe Three Nations from a miſcrable Slavery, || © 
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ty ProteQor of Kings, forthe wonder 


, and happy Reſtauration of our 
GRACIOUS SOVER AIGN 


A Solemn Th 
the 


"Unto the Exerciſe of his juſt Right and Autboriry of 
Governing His Thice X INGDO MS of 


and reftoring them to their ancient Libersy> Peace and Glory, 
DE LIVERED IN 


Two SERMON S| 


eached on the Twodayes of Publick Thank(eivi _ 
_ ro Praiſe God bor chats Wonderful and miſeior Jr 


One on May 24. the other on June 28.1660. | 
Since thar Reviſed, contrivedinto One, and a little Enlarged, |} 
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8ACRED MAJESTY, 


Charles the II. 
By. the wonderfull providerice of God 


happily preſerved, and by' his Grace 
 -ROW as happily ſctled 
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Grea-Britai, ni ranGe and I land, 


WET Gracions S 0borarges , 


i wits the ordley of Col unde he Ia nat TY oy 
ego! or whom the Prieft off ire, ſhould. ay he hand 
e head df the JET, This ſacrifite of thanks- 
Heng wa of offered principal or your Majelty, 
next for all youy ay wk 1. js ores Nawg 5s. who 
avea very deep ſh are in" all'th ofe e foaandes far mer- 
cies which God hath done for, your; Majeſty , and in 
your Majeſty for them : .your Ma jeſky could not lay 
your hand upon it before the_oblation , nor do I now 
beg it for 1 5 e it winthehand of God accepting it. 
But if your hajelty ſhall be fa to lay the hand of 


your A 


The Epiſtle Dedicaory. 


your Gracious qronee uponit, 4s it & wow dedi- 
cated (next to'Got glory ) tothe ſervice of po Ma- 
jeſty amongſt your people, it may by the bleſſing of 
God find the bettef: acceptance and do more good. | 

1 know not how 10 apologize for ſo great a preſumy- 
tion as the inſcribing of your Majeſties Name 'before 
ſo thin and ſltight a peice , but by charging. theguilt 
of it npon a great obligation which I was under to your 
Royal Father of blefled memory, and ſome remote 
relation to his ſervice, which inticed me hereunto, un- 
der the fair ſhew and ſuggeſtion of gratitade, This ex- 
cuſe is the only one which I could ia for my pre- 
ſumption : but your Majeſtic refletFing upon your ſelf 
may find another, and a better, your own incompara- 
ble clemency andgraciouſneſſe. Tour Majeſtics extr«- 
ordinary readineſſe to pardon crimes of the higheſt na- 
ture 10 your enemies night eaſily tempt your poor Sub- 
Jef, whoſe heart bath never in the worſt times decli- 
ned from his Loyalty, to -_ an adventure with great 
hopes of pardow. As he hath then alwaies prayed for 
your Majcſties happy reſt auration in ſecret, ſonow 
( God be bleſſed for this happy liberty reftored with and 
by your Majeſty ) he fhall continue openly as well « 
privately to pray for your Majeſties long, happy, and 
glorious raigne over us, #«s being 


Your Majcſtics 
-- Sincerely Loyal 
and obedient SubjeR, 


James Warwel. 
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TO THE 


READER. 


READER, 
_— excuſe my- vanity for hazardin 
| cothy view and cenſure ſo thin. an 
ſleight a peice , were to commit another 
vanity. , I might ( thou wilt ſay,), have 
forborn the doing ic, and the excule, both. 
This is only. to tell, thee” an honeſt and 
plain truth. My pulſe did not beat this 
way out of any ambition to appear in 
print, 1 | ſee. aoogh thoſe whom the 
preſſe hath tyred to ſend forth upon, the 
Stage ſome ſo learned and every waies 
accompliſhed , that I ſhould be aſhamed 
of my immodeſty and indiſcretion to in- 
trude amongſt that Company , leaft their 

A3 luſtre 


To the Reader. 


luſtre ſhould ſo cloude mce, as to «oa 
me hang down. m :head kke a | poor 
ſaiit in ts bs bee: f Nobles. And ot an 
[ fee ſo-pi y. miſhapen and. deformed , 
ind is ppl poor' tatters 'and rags,” tir 
I ſhould be "ſhamed to, ſtand amongſt 
them 4s my acquaintance. Betwixt both, 
reat honour. or contentment can K« 
ro uy mm of neve# ſo fall 
i ſtock 'c reaſoh , e upon'a Statio- 
ners ſtall, like a peice of courle fleſh. in the 
ſhambles, ro. be flyc-blowen with the 
diſcetiſtifres of Hiltetars 11 ſip&&eflichls Ynd 
Hiferſtions tnen which ſwattit every whete?l 
have obſerved that mien who: will - be' tral 


| ding , ith r00' weak - Rods; ' rather loſe 


' gait} aid ''£ "hall tun 464 "harard 
Zithet t6 1Goſe (Gtriewkat of my 'poor ftdck 


| of " repitation ,; then hope to enertaſt' it; 


If exceſſe of joy ( whith is-diie to! rhefe 
times" our" tetored blifſeF hath aanf- 
ported mie irito a "Vanity , 5 which flo tet 

ptation heretofore could . draw ''tne to, 
1 defite thy pardon! and-exorſe fot. once, 
Thou max ; (port the like terripration )) 


- To the Reader. 
run into the like ar another trme; andir- 
is an hundred to ons, if '{grome time or 
other thou beeft nor overtaken wich ſuch 
a Vanity, of" '2nother "28! grodc 3"\whovein 
chok © (Wale fAnd') him" wet ing rant 
pardon to thee, as he'wnow "'rhaves"ir of 


chee. 
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Getieth Lord who bath. ſhewed m. lis be : | 
. bindthe .-ns ay with rar per "os che . 
, : horns of tho diter 


Saint Auguſtine, Epiſt. 77. 


Quid melius et _—_—_— G& ore prome- © 
mm,et calamo #5,quam Deo gras 
tias? Hoc nec dici brevius,nec audire lating, 
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PSALM 126.1,2. 


When' the Lord turned again the (aptivity of 
Aion! we were like them that dream., 

Then was cur mouth filled with laughter, and 
our tongue with ſinging, then ſaid they among 
the Heathen, The Lord 'bath done great 
things for them. | 


offer 


Adoro Scriptu- 
re plentt udt- 
no. Te: rul. 
11. cont, Her - 
mop, 


Votiva 'Tabula. 


offer up unto our moſt gracious God a Sacrifice 
of ſolemn Thankſgiving, as if they had been penned 
for our very purpoſe. And what if I ſhould think, 


Rers. 15. 4 or ſay, they were ſo > For all things that were writ- 


ten aforetime (faith St. Paul) were written for our 
learning , and as for our learning, ſo for our pur- 
poſes. This makes me (as one rhing among man 
other) to adore (with Tertullian) the complete fa 
neſs of the Scriptures : that there is no occaſion, for 
which it may befal Chriſtians to mcert together in a 
ſolemn holy Aſſembly, be it either for Prayer, or 
Praiſe, for Humiliation, or Exultation, to receive 
Inftruions, Directions, or Incouragement, to any 
Duty general or particular, or Comforts and Con- 
ſolations in any cale whatſoever, but the Scriptures 
afford divers Texts as ſuitable to the accaſiongas if 
they had been Rey framed for ir. 

If I ſhall ſpend very little time in the- particular 
ſetting forth of this wonderful work of mercy, 
which God then wrought for his people of 1ſrael ; it 


| is thar I may reſerve it to ſpend more freely about 


ſetting forth that which he hath now of his own 
meer grace and favour wrought for us, a very finful 
and undeferving Nation. 

Thefe two Verfes are like two Monumental Pil- 
lars, reared up topreſerve the memorial of a won- 
derfal work of mercy wrought by God for his Peo- 
ple unto all generations. | 

In the firſt, is engraven the hand of Almighty 
God, reached down from Heaven, and takin Poll 
of his people , to kad them out of their Ga - 
vicy, as the Anget once. took hold of Lots "$15 
lead 


Votiva Tabula, 


lead him out of the deſtrugtion of Sodom. 

In the other is repreſented the great blazes of his 
peoples joy , and the plentiful Incenſe of praiſe 
which aſcended up from them rowards Heaven : or, 
to ſpeak a little more plainly,we have in chem theſe 
wo general things to be conſidered. 

1, The great mercy which God wrought for his 
people. He turned again the caprivity of his people 
ſo wonderfully and inexpeRtedly, that in an amgge- 
ment, they thought ic rather 4 dream, rhen a thing 
rcal, When the Lord turned again the captivity of 
Lion , we were like them that dream. 

2. The Effects of this great mercy , what it 
wrought, and how. 

1, His people were affected with ir, who re- 
ceived the benefit of it. 

2, How the Heathen were affected, who were 
ſtrangers and no ſharers in it. 

As for his pcople, they were affe&ed with joy, 
which is conſiderable (as itis here ſet forth) both 
for the meaſure of it, and the kinds of it, 

x1. For the meaſure of it, it was very*great and 
extraordinary : Their hearts and mouths , and 
tongues were all brim-ful. Our mouths were | filed] 
with laughter, and our tongues, SC, 

2. Asfor their kinds of joy, it is here expreſſed 
to have been rwo-told, viz. 

1. A Natural joy or rejoycing. Our mouth wes 
filled with [laughter] Rilibility 1s the natural pro- 
perty of the reaſonable creature, man, and laugh- 
ter is the natural expreſſion of ſome great ſudden 
pleaſure and joy. The joy of laughter cannot in 

B 2 _ reaſon 


_ 
68s ANT - 


as the: voyce - This phraſe rhercfore [ Or tongue 


Votiva Tabula. 


reaſon have any better name, then Natural : yet] 
think that a fitter rerm of expreſſion, rhen to call it 
[Carnal] which is a word of ill ſound. Natural 
joy may be conſtrued as a lawful joy without fin : 
but {o can we nor well think of a joy that were cal- 
led Carnal. As our reaſon may rell us, that this 
kind of joy of laughter was no better then natural 
or common joy, {o our chariry may reſtrain us, 
(Gcing this is written of the people of God, one as 
well as another) from calling it Carnal : And yet 
it would have deſerved no , Si Name, if there 
had not been another kind of better joy joyned 
with it, andſct init as a rich Diamond in a Gold 


Ring. Bur, 


2. Here is another kind of joy expreſſed to have 
been inthem, more rational, Spiritual and Religi- 
ous [ Our tongue was filled with ſinging, | Though 
the mouth of fools may be filled with laughter, 
yet to.ſct forth joy in a Song, requires ſome height 
of reaſon : and to frame Songs of praiſe and-thanks- 
viving unto God (as we mult concefve was done 
in this caſe). or to joyn in ſuch Songs of Praiſe 
(though compoſed by others) with an heart and 
rongue fir to 7 them; this requires religious de- 
votion. Who can compoſe a Song fit: for the ſo- 
lemn praiſing of God, without ſome ſcrions- and 
deep meditation > Yea, to raiſe it up to a fitting 
train , it requires a more then ordinary elevation 
of ſpirit, a- kind of divine rapture.,- Nor when it 
is compoſed: by: one; cant be ſung by others) tune- 
ably bcfore God, unleſs the heart keeps tune as well 


WAS 


Yotiva Tabula. 


was filed with ſinging ] doth plainly imply a, re- 
ligious and ſpiritual rejoycing, without which rhe 
other had been but a © ypher. But whoſoever 
ſings according to St. Parls rule, 7 will ſing with 
the ſpirit, I will ſing with the underſtanding alſo, 
his joy muſt nceds be rational and religious : And 
ir may be worth our noting here, that the religious 
and ſpiritual rejoycing of Gods people: in this Mer- 
cy, was as high as their natural : heir tongues 
were | filled with ſinging, as well as their months 
with laughter : This rarely falls out amongſt men, 
yet it ſhould be thus alwayes. The tat of all (a- 
crifices was to be offered upon the Altar ; 
but men commonly feed upon the fart. of their 
joyesthemſelves,. and offer but a. leaner part, if 
any at all, ro God, 

Thus were the people of God affected with this 
great mercy, but how the heathen ? 

2. The Heathen were all filled with a great admi- 
ration of it;$We may conlider them cither as ſtran- 
gers, or entMics to the people of God : all were 
ftrangcrs, and ſome without doubt encmics. . We 
do not finde here, that their mouths were filled with 
laughter, or their tongues with ſinging : they. had 
not learned St: Paxls: rule, to rejoyce with them 
that rejoyce : Some ( more probably.) envycd the 
people of -God this happineſs, as Sanballat and 
Tobiah envycd the repairing of the Temple : ſome 
perhaps were ſorry and troubled at it, they | might 
loſe the advantage of ſome flayes, ,as, the Maſters 
of the Pythoniſt were incenſed at her diſpoſſefſion 
by Paul : others of better natures might be in- 

B 3 diffcrently 


I Cor.l4.1g, 


Rom I:.15F, 


Neem, 6, 


ARts 16. 19. 


ty I gona amen ER | 
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differently well pleaſed, bur not much joyed ; bur 
generally they were all affeted with great admi- 
ration and wonder, to acknowledge it the mighty 
hand of God : Then ſaid they among the Heathen, 
The Lord hath done great, &c. 

Thus have ye a view of the generall things con- 
tained -in theſe words : if ye deſire further a bill 
of the particulars, I will give it you thus, 

1. God in his diſpleaſure doth give up his own 
people, his dear Zion into Captivity, being highly 
and long provoked with their hainous fins, Here 1s 
Zions Captivity. 

2. God nevertheleſſe in his wrath, remembring 
mercy, doth in his appointed time turn again her 
captivity, Here is «4 turning again of the Captivity 


of Zion. 


1}Cor. 15-44- 


3. He himſelf works this return ſo with his own 
arm, that allmen might ſce it to be his doing. 
[ The Lord | turned again the Captivity of Zt- 
on. bt 

4. He doth it in a way ſo wonder, ſuddenly, 
unexpectedly, or by unlikely means, that it ſecm- 
cd to his people a kinde of dream. We were like 
them that dream, 

5. This cauſed the hearts of his people to over- 
flow with joy, both narural or common, and fpi- 
ritual or religious. Onur mouths were- filled with 
[ lawghter ] and our tongues with | ſinging. | 

6. Though rheir common and a joy were 
firſt in order, ( as in reaſon it could not be other- 
wiſe) That i not firſt (ſaith the Apoſtle) which s 
ſpiritual, bat that which « natural, then afterwards 
that 


Votiva Tabula. 


| that mhich i ſpiritual; yer their ſpiritual did an- 
ſwer it, agd equal ir in meaſure, Their r9ngnes 


with | laughter, | 

7. This wonderfull work of mercy was ſo con- 
ſpicuous and glorious, thar the eyes of ſtrangers, 
even the Heathen, took notice of the ſpecial favour 
of God therein manifeſted to his people, and ſaid, 
The Lora had. done greas things for them, 


From: theſe particulars, I ſhall gather my Ob- 
ſervations this day, and make application of them 
to our ſelves, for our Inſtrution, DireRion and 


Comfort, 


And firſt I obſerve, 

There is no people fo dear in the eyes of God, or 
grafted ſo deeply into his F. gms favour, but 
if they go on to provoke the eyes of his glory, 
they may and nd expect to-be corredted with 
ſome ſharp rod. 


Thus it befell his dear beloved people the Fews. 
For is not Captivity a very ſharp rod > Truly, if 
there be no other twigs Coen up in Gods rod, 
bur ſuch as grow on earth, if ſome ſpiritual judge- 
ments be not mingled and bound up with hi 
temporal, there can ſcarce any rod be conceived 
ſharper. What a ſinking miſcry is it for a poor 
Nanon to be inflaved, under rude, barbarous and 
infolent enemies, who both hate and deſpiſe them, | 
and have power in their hands to do to them 
what=- 


were er ] with ſinging, as well as their mouth 


Obſer. 1. 


Deur. 32+ 15- 


Its. ©- 3: 


Pal. 106. 41» 
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wharſoever their cruel- hatred:-and deſpite ſhall 
incline them to? Yet this was the-{ot of the 
Fcws, Gods peculiar people, and ſpecial favou- 
rites ; and that not once, bur often, a juſt pu- 
niſhment. upon them : - For when» God ted them to 
che full, chen they waxed fat, then they kicked, 
and forſaok God that made them, and lightlyeſteem- 
ed the rock of their ſalvation :: Yea rhey, were be- 
come more brutiſh then rhe Ox or: Aſle, as God 
complaineth : The Ox knoweth his Owner, and the 
Aſſe his Maſters Crib , but Iſrael doth not know , 
my people doth not conſider : They neither know, 
nor regard me at all, VWho can wonder. then at 
Gods ſevere treating them > He gave them up 
therefore (as the Plalmiſt. tells us) into the hands of 
the Heathen, and they that hated them ruled over 
them, - As Antigonus uſcd the rude, fooliſh, inſo- 
lent Citizens of a certain City, unto which he 
layed ſiege, who from'thcir walls cvery day mock- 
cd him, and expreſſed their great ſcorn of him: 
Having at length won it, though out ef his-noble- 
neſs, he would not write his revenge in blood, yer 
he fold them all for Slaves, withall giving them 
this gentle taunt, Seeing ye do not know how to 20- 
vern yoar ſelves with better manners, ye have need 
of ſome other Maſters to, govern you. So dealt 
God with his people, when they-were grown: ſo 
monty 4X rg as to mock his Prophets, to 
we ra his Word, and to fleight his threatnings : 
en they began to caſt off him, 'and would nor 
own him for their Lord, to'obey him inany thing : 
Ir is high time {( thaught God.) to give up theſe 
| men 


Ihotiva Tabula. 
men into the hands of other. Maſters, who ſhall 


make them to ſerve with rigour, as the Egyprians Exod. 1. 14 
did their Fathers, Like' as they have forſaken me, Jer. 5. 19. 


and ſerved ſtrange Gods in their own Land, ſo 
they ſhall ſerve ſtrangers in a Land that is not 
theirs. 


not ſafe for any Nation, whoſc ſins are very great, 
and ſtill encreaſing, to preſume roo much, or too 
long upon the favour or paticnce of God, though 
his ſpecial love-rokens to them have been very 

rear, and continued to them with viſible demon- 
adm of extraordinary favour. Ve, I am ſure, 
have found ir not ſafe for us by miſerable expe- 
rience, Ir is too uſual generally with all Nations 
ro do as we have done, to undervalue the mercies 
of God, to grow wanton with them, and abuſe 
them ; and then it is juſt with God, and ordinary 
cnough alſo, ro puniſh the ſleighting and abuſing 
of his great mercies with ſome remarkable ſeverity. 
What is it that we or any other ſinfull people 
ſhould preſume upon > If it be of our federal! re- 
I tion ro God, x 3 makes our fins far worſe, 
when it makes not us better, If it be becauſe we 
do profeſs the true ancient Faith, and cmbrace the 
Retormed Religion 3 what is this, if we walk quite 
contrary to the principles and rules of it > We 
could never provoke God fo highly, or diſhonour 
true Religion ſo much, if we did nos openly pro- 
fels it, Such was once the vain folly and confi- 


dence of the Fews , ſaying , Templum Domini, J-«. ,. 4 


The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, 
GC the 


Let us learn from hence this wiſdom, thar it is Applicat.” 


Petiva Tabula. 


the Temple of the Lord are theſe. It is likely the 
vain men were very confident, Becauſe God had 
« fair and ſtately Temple in the midſt'of them, that 
therefore ſurely he would defend his own Temple, 
and not ſuffer ki5 own Houſe tobe burnt, or bea- 
tcn down over his head 3 and it that were kept ſafe, 
that their houſcs ſhould fare well cnough tor 
neighbourkcod ſake : they had a firong perſwa- 
ſion, that thoſe legs which had ſo often reſorted 
to the Houle of God, and that pcrhaps with ſome 
ſhew of ckccrfulncſs, ſhould never come into 
ſhackles : Yea, bur if his own pcople will make 
the Houſe which is called by is Name, a Den 


$ of Robbers, it will leſs offend God to ſee it ſo a- 
#&buſcd and prophaned by the Heathen, as a man 
* had rather be diſgracctully affronted by any ſtran- 


Pfal. 78, 60-7 


k Say, 4. 11. 


ger, then by a Childe whom he hath begor, or a 


\. Servant whom he hath carcfully brought up. We 


know. that God forſook his Tabernacle at $hlob, 
yea that he ſuffered his Ark (the moſt holy thing, 
that was in the moſt holy place,, it was like Gods 
Ped-chambcr, or bed in his Houſe ) he ſuffered 
that to be taken by the Philiſtines, and to be car- 


\ ryed ( which was more {trange ) as a preſcut to 


their 1001 Dagon : bur this he did out of his ab- 


torrence of the Pricſts notorious wickedneſs, and 
to ſhame both theirs and the peoples vamm conh- 
dence, in ſuch a vain ſhelcer againſt a ſtorm of his 
indignation, raiſed by their high provoking fins. 
Tf chen God delivered hisown. Zion into captivity, 
if he forſook his own Tabernacle, yea ſuffercd hs 
Ark to be taken by the uncircumciſed Philiſtizes, 
(which 


Votiva Tabuls: 


(which, was as if they had diſtrained- his own' bed 

from under him ) whom can- we think he will 

ſpare, os of what will he be tender, if- once he 

be highly provoked > VVe have ſeen to the very 
breaking of our hearts, that which the weeping 
Propher fo bitterly lamenteth, He hath deſpiſed in 1... . 
the indignation of bis age? the King and the Prieſt: 
yet without all doubr, he is tender of thoſe degrees 

of men above all living : Whar elſe can be his 
meaning in his Ne atttngite * Touch not mine pc, 
Anointed , and do my Prophets no harm, Yea, - 
but who may ſtand in his ſight when once he i 767 


angry ? 
Obſerv. 2. That the anger of God againſt he -- 2. 


people , though it be moſt juſt, and f Sally "3s . 
very hot, yet doth not sſualty laſt very long. 


log.ly. 


Such is the infinite graciouſnefs of God, that + 

( as the Pſalmiſt ſaith ) he will not alwayes chide, Po). 393 9. 

neither will he keep his anger for ever, God had 

cauſe juſt enough, and too juſt againſt 1ſrae/, and 

in his anger had begun to ſmite them fore. The yg. cx. 5. 

ſmord ſhall. abide in his Cities, and ſhall conſume 

hrs branches, and devour them becauſe of their own 

Conncels : yet his tender heart quickly relenterh, 

as if it failed himto proceed furcher. How. ſhall ver. s. 

1 give thee up, Ephraim ? how ſhall 1 deliver thee, 

Iſrael ? how ſhall 1 make thee as Admahn? how 

ſhall I fet thee & Zebomn ? Mine: heart is turned 

within me, my repemtings are kinaled together. 

If there be any regs in his pcople, —_ 
2 ut 


Pſal. 78. 34» 


J523C3733% 
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but like the ſmoaking flax, his repentings are kin- 
dled and blaze out: he makes it appear openly, 
how he repenterh of the evil inflicted upon his 
people, when it ſcarce appeareth, how his people 
repent of the evil which they have commitred a- 
gainſt kim : yea (which is more ſtrange) he re- 
pentcth, and ſtaycs his hand, when their repen- 
rance 15 not really hearty, nr forced and fained : 
Thar paſſage in the 78 Pſalm may make ws ſtand 
amazed at the infinite mercy - of God, that he 
ſhould be ready to take up and remove his rod 
from his people, when they did but humble them- 
{clves with a meer outward ſhew of repentance : 


' They ſought him indeed, and returned, and enquired 


early after God. Newertheleſſe (as the Plalmiſt tells 
us, v. 36.) they did flatter him with their mouth, 
and lyed unto him with their tongues, Yee maik 
what follows immediately. But he being full of 
compaſcion | this is a ſtrange But ] forgave their 
iniquity, and deftroyed them not, Yct truly there 
are ſome reaſons, why the infinitely gracious God 
15 pleaſed to turn away his puniſhing wrath, even 
upon ſuch formal repentings. 

1, To demonſtrate the infinite graciouſneſs of 
his own nature, how ready he is to forgive, when 
{o little a matter as an Ahab's humiliation will move 
him to ſtay his hand, and to ſuſpend art leaſt his 
judgements. 

2. To ſhew, thar he is better pleaſed with forms 
of ourward humiliation, though proceeding more 
from a ſence of his judgements, then of fin, the 
true cauſe of them, then with no humiliation ar all, 


and 
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ind that ſuch a buckling under. his, rod; doth eſs. 
lifpleaſe him, then an obſtinate contempt and de- * 
fance of it. 

3. Becauſe the wicked infolence of thoſe 
wretches, whom he is pleaſed tro uſe as his 
courges to laſh his pcople, .ofrentimes .grow ſo 
tigh and inſuffcrable in his cycs, that it pleaſeth 
God upon any the leaſt occaſion to bridle it,and pur 
an end to it. Though he doth ſee ſo much true hu- 
miliation and repentance in, his people , as their 
aided cſtarce ſhould have wrought.in them, yer 
he cannot endure any longer to fee the pride and 
inſulation of their encmics over them. I am very 
ſore diſpleaſed (ſaith God) with the Heathen that 
are at eaſe : for Iwas but a little diſpl-aſed {with 
my people] and they helped forward jhe affiition. 


Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, I am returned to 2:c.1.15,16.! 


Jeruſalem with mercies, 8&c, As a Father who hath 
ziven a rod into the hands of aflave to laſh his 
child for his offences, yer if he ſees. him, too cruel 
and infolent in laſhing him, though he be not- yer 
well p!caſed with his child, yer will ſnatch the rod 
out of his hand, and layit on upon his back for his 
too much inſolence. So doth God oftentimes turn 
away the rod of his diſpleaſure from his people, bc- 
inz moved thercunto more by the, extreme inſo- 
lence and. cruelry of their Opec, then by the 
repentance and good uſe which his people have 
made of their aRiations, And thus it comes to 
paſs , that his anger uſyally doth not continue in 
the height long towards his people. If their own 


true Repentance doth not wholly quench_it, or 
C 3 their 
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their forced Humiliation much abatc-it , yer: the 
wicked inſokence of rhofe whom he ufeth as his 
rod, doth commonly in a little time riſe to fuch 
an infufferable height , that he with no longer 
abide it, | 

Applicar. This maketh very much for the fupport and com- 
fort of the people of God in genera}, and of all or 
any of his holy fcrvants inparticular, in their aMid- 
ed conditions when rhey arc loweſt. Thoſe who are 
not fl ir, the childrenof wrath, yet may be, arid 
often arc, flii ſub ira, children vnder wrath,yer then 

Plal.zo.5. they have this to comfort thetn, That bu anger e- 
dureth but a moment : either their truc and deep re- 
pentance may quire, remove it,or their weaker mca- 
ſure.of repentance may flake ir, or the extreme in- 
ſolence and cruelty of their opprefſors (like a wind 
which carrycth the flames per ſaltum) may blow 
away the flames of Gods wrath from them, to leap 
and ſcize upon their Oppreſſors : Let them then 
wait upon God with patience, and there will come 
a, trrning again, of the captivity of Zion in his 
good time, When their deliverance is furtheſt of 
from their eye, ir may then be ncareſt art hand. 
Howſoever there is fewel ſufficient for their Faith 
and Hope to feed upon,ſo long as there is Almighty 
Power and InfiniteMercy in God, Andſecing > 
is fewel ſufficient, and neer cnough at hand to a be- 
lieving heart, let us not through our ſlothful un- 
belick, ler the fire go out for wantof our fetching 
it in, and laying it on. - Whenour hopes! are at the 
laſt gaſpe, Jer they may be reyived with that graci- 

Dcur. 32.36. Qus promiſe, The Lord ſhall judge has people, and 


repent 
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regent himpelf for bs ſervants, whew be ſeath that 
their power us. gone, and that there s none ſhut up 
or keft. 


Obſerv. 3, That .ir is God who worketh delive- 
rances for his people, aud that aſually in ſuch « 
manner, that it plainly appears to be only his 
hand and doing. 


He it was that here turned again the captivity of 


Zin, It # he (ſaith David) that giveth ſolvation 
ro Kings, that delivereth David his Servant from 
the hurtful ſword, The Plalmiſt rells us, The Lord 
# known by the judgement which be executerh : the 
wicked is ſnared in T work of his own bands, True, 
God maketh himſelf many times known'this way, 
It concerneth his own honor, and the good of men 
in this world, that he ſhould do ſo, that others 
might \ce, and hear, and fear, aud do no wore 
preſumptuoufly. But God is more gloriouſly known 
by his mercies, and wonderful dehverances which 
be worketh for his ſcrvants, and'it concerneth hrs 
honor, as much , or more , to make himfclt-1o 
known : Therefore in ſuch works he makes bare 
lis arm, -that we may fee it naked, as the Prophet 
Iſaiah ſpeaks : The Lord hath made bare ib boly 
arm inthe eyes of all the Nations, and all ghe ends 
of the Earth ſhall fee the Sabvation of 0wr God. But 
in what work vas it, that God:thus wade bare his 
bily a>z»w.? It was (as the foregoing verſc ſhows) 
for the comforting of tas people, and the. xedcem- 
ws of Fersſalem, So bare atd\ naked _— 


5 


Obſerv, 3. 


Pial. 144. 10, 


Pſal. 9. x6. 


Deur. 17, 23. 


Iſai, 52. 1e, 


Snare eo = 


Pſa). 98. Z, 


Ratio, 1. 


Iſai, 42. $. 
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doth God ſhew his own arm in-ſuch great deli- 


' verances of: mercy, | that «the moſt purblind eyes, 


even the very Heathen may ſce it. Hi righteou- 
neſs hath he openly ſhewed in the ſight of the Heathen, 
{aith the Plalmifl ;* and here inour Text the Hea- 
then \ took notice thar it was the hand of God: 


Then ſaid they among the Heathen , The Lord hath 
. done, &Cc. 


Now God is pleaſed to work his great dcli- 
verances and works of mercy, in this manner, for 
divers reaſons ;z ſome relating to himſelf, ſoine to 
his people whom he delivereth , ſome to his and 
their Enemies, from whom he delivereth them, 

1. With reference to himſelf, that the whole 
honor andglory of ſuch a work might more clcarly 
and intirely ke a{cribed to him alone: Thar is a Jewel 
of his own Crown ; no creature mult ſhare with 
him in wearing that : My glory will 1 not zive 
(ſaith he) to another. Therefore when he coins 
ſuch a work, he ſets his own Image upon it, and 
therewith alſo this ſuperſcription , Soli-Deo gloria: 
To God, who only doth marvellous things , be the 


glory : This he would have acknowledged , nor 


only by thoſe who are barely Patients, and Re- 
ccivers of ſo great a mercy, but cvcn by all thoſe 
whom. he is pleaſed to uſe as Agents and Infſtru- 
ments in his work to bring it to paſs. AU thoſe 
muſt (like the Elders in the Rewelation) caſt their 
Crowns before his Throne, ſaying, Thou art worthy 
0 Lord (thou, not we) to receive honor, and glory, 
and power: For thou haſt done. all things, and for 
thy pleaſure ," and by thy conduit all was and us 
done. 2, God 


Pativa Tabuls. 


2 God works his: great works of mercy in, this Ratzo, 2. 


manner. for divers reaſons which concern his peo- 
ple, As, | 
1, That they might receive them more free 
from all remprations to Evil. And, 
2, With clearer and greater incitements unto 
Goodneſs and Picty. As namely, 
1, That they might be under a leſs temptation 


. of atcribing roo much ro men, whom he honoreth 


ro be his Inſtruments, We are all, even good 
men, a lictle too ſubjeR to this fault : VVe hug 
the meſſengers by whom God ſcnds thele mercies 
with ſuch endleſs complements, and give them up 
ſo much of our real hearty affeQions, that all, or 
the greateſt part is ſpent that way ; and when we 
ſhould come to praiſe God , and tender to him 
the real manifeſtations of our thankfulncſs, ſcarce 
2 tenth part is lcfr, and that alſo offered not {© 
cheerfully and lively as ir ought, To leſſen this 
temptation, God is pleaſed to ſhew his own hand 
more clearly and wonderfully in his gracious deli- 
VCrances. | 

2, It may be to prevent pride, and a vain lift- 
ing up of heart in his pcople. As extraordinary 
favours. of Princes are apt to puff up vain men, 
ſo extraordinary Providences of Divine favour are, 
through Satans {ubrilty, made ſnares even to good 
men,to lift up their hearts with pride:the good King 


Hezekiah was taken in this ſnare: After two ſuch ex- » Chr. 32. 25. 


traordinary favours of God, as the Scripturerclatcs 
at large, the heart even of. this good King was 
lifted up : the beſt antidote which Ikaven is, to con- 

D fidcr, 


Þ. 4 wore eas 


x Cor, 4. 7. 
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ſider, how clearly ſuch favours proceed from the 
hand of God, who never ſheweth his favour to 
make men more proud,but more humble and thank- 
ful : Here that of St, Paul is fit to be remembred ; 
What haſt thou, that thou didſt not reveive ? Now if 
thow didſt receive it, why doſt thou glory as if thou 
hadſt not received it ? | 

But this is not all, why God cauſcth his own hand 
to appear in his great works of mercy, to prevent 
and leſſen the temptations unto evil ; bur ſpecially 
and more principally ic i5 ro fertle his ſervants 
more Robby in the Principles of- true Religion, 
and to incite and incouragc them unto the practiſes 
of true Picty 3 As | 

1. Such providences of God do help much to 
ſertle his ſervants more firmly-'4n the Principles of 
true Relizionzand the more clearly the liand of God 
appears in them , the more plainly do they teach 
them to adore and ſerve the great God, who ruleth 
in Heaven and Earth, and doth whatſoever pleaſerh 
him. Doubtleſs the providences of God are intend- 
cd by kim, and are ſo regular, that they are fit to 
reach men religious Picty ; and they do ſo , when 
they arc rightly interpreted by rhe Commentary of 


| his written Word : Otherwiſe when (as ſome of 


our new Teachers have done of late) they are con- 
ſtrued to the over-ruling of his plain Word, they 
may miſlead mcn, and harden them in im tety. 
When God doth plainly manifeft his hand of ven- 
_ upon ſome wicked men, who have bleſſed 
themſelves a long time in the proſperous ſucceſſes 
of their wicked devices, doth not this make much 
tO 
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to ſettle men in thoſe Principles of Religion which 
David infers from thence > The righteous ( ſaith 
he) ſhall rejoyce when he ob the vengeance, he 
ſhall waſh his feet in the bloud of the wicked : Sg 
chat a man ſhall ſay (a man from thence may con- 
clude) Yerily there is a reward for the righteous, 
verily he « a God that judeeth in the yy - yer] 
confe(s, that Providences of Judgement are nor fo 
calie, nor ſo ſafe to be interpreted, as the Provi- 
dences of Signal Dcliverances and great Mercics 


to his People. In theſe the aim of God is more 


clearly (cen , and they do more plainly tend ro 
ſertle the Principles of Religion, more firmly in the 
heart; of his ſcrvants, and to encourage them unto 
the {inccre praiſe of true Picty. Doth not God 
plainly hk his {cvants by theſe, to adore with all 
reverence his power, his greatneſs, his wiſdom. his 
graciouſncſs and mercy maniteſted in them > Dorh 
he nor encourage them to walk with more refolu- 
tion and cheerfulneſs in the wayes of his fear and 
true _picty ? Noth he not clear the eyes of their 
Faith, by raking out thoſe mores of Infidelity, which 
their own aftlitions, and the proſpcrity of their 
Encmics had betore raifcd to trouble thctr cycs? 
With ſuch mores of Infidelity the beſt Servants of 
God may be ſometimes troubled, whileſt their at- 
fictions arc many, and the flouriſhings of rhe 
wicked arc notorious, as a7pears by the ſtaggcrinsg 
complaint of the Pſaimilt, Yerily 17 have cleanſed 
my heart in vain, and waſhed my hands 12 inn 
cency : Bur when God appears once in a way of 
mcrcy to work a ſignal deliverance tor his his Ser- 
D 2 Vanrs, 


Plal.58.10,14. 


Plal,1 $.1,2. 
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vants, this clears thcir cycs of ſuch motes, and ſet- 
tles thcir poor wavering hearts more firmly in the 
Principles, and more reſolutely in the Practices of 
true Religion. Ler mc inſtance a little more par- 
ticularly in the happy and kindly cffc&s, which 
ſuch mcrcics of God work in the hearts of his 
true {cryans, or at leaſt properly tend to work. 

2, They tend jo draw the cntirc affections of 
his {crvants more ſtrongly, and to knit thctr hearts 
more cloſe to God for ever : The more clcarly 
the hand of Gods favour doth appcar in any ble- 
{ing, the more ſtrongly doth it lay hold upon, and 
graipe a picus Fcart to make it wholly his. VWhcn 
God doth deliver his people, or any of his ſervants 
in particular our of trouble and danger, fo as it 
be rook him up in his own arms, and hugged him 
with many kiflcs, and carryed him out (as eAfneas 
did his Fathcr out of the Trojan flames) upon his 
own ſhoulders ; will not this caule any ſervant of 
God to claſpe him again with more entire affecti- 
ons, like David? 7 will love thee, O Lord, my 
ſtrength. The Lord # my Reck and my Fortreſs, and 
my Deliverer, my God, my ſtrength in whom I will 
truſt, my. Buckler,and the Horn of my Sabvation, and 
my hich Tower. | 

3. 'They put them even to ſtudy and bethink 
themſelves more ſcriouſly, what returns of praiſe , 
and what fitting expretſions of thankfulne(s they 
ſhall offcr to God. For extraordinary mercies call 


PFal. 116. 13} for ſore cxtraordinary returns : So David, What 


ſhall 7 render unto. the Lord far all his beneſits to- 
wards me f 


4. They 
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4. They make them more mindful of their 
vows, (if they made any ſuch in their ſad times 
of trouble, as many pious hearts do) and careful 
to pay them.” So David again; Thou O God haſt bil. 61. ,, 
heard my Vows, thou haſt given me the berttage of 
thoſe that fear thy Name. But what will. David do 
upon this> He doth ſo excellently declare rhar 
in another Pſalm, and his expreſſions (me thinks) 
are ſuch, as if they had been firred purpoſely for 
our gracious Soveraign, and our ſelves, to put words 
into our mouths, and tel1us what we ſhould do : 
Thou- haſt cauſed men to ride over our heads, we Vil 66.1413, 
went through fire and water, but thou broughteſt us 4. 
out into a wealthy place, I will zo-into thine houſe 
with Burnt-offerings, I will pay thee my Vows, which 
my lips have uttered, aud my.mouth hath ſpoken, 
when I was in trouble, 
5. They tend to increaſe their confidence in; 
God, and: to make them reſt with a quietcr ſc- 
curity upon his Almighty and gracious Arm, for 
the future : So David again 3 The Lord that deli- 1Saw.17.37. 
vered me out of the paw of the Lyon ,. and out of 
the paw of the Bear, he will deliver me out of the 
hand of this Philiſtine. So allo St. Paul, I was » Tim. 4. 17» 
delivered out of the mouth of the Lyon, And the BY 
Lord ſhall deliver me from every evil work , and. 
will preſerve me unto hts heavenly Eingdomgo whom 
be glory, for ever andever, Amen. 
6. They bind his ſervants to walk humbly, and 
more cloſely with their God , as worthy. of hts 
mercies, that they may never give him cauſe at- 
tcrwards to upbraid them witn what. he once did 
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2 Sam-12. 7,3 for them, as once he did David very roundly up- 


9, 10» 


on this account. 

Theſe are manifeſt reaſons, why God is pleaſcd 
to ihew his own hand (o clearly in thoſe great 
deliverances, which he worketh for his people, for 
their Spiritual advantage, and improving of their 
graces: And laſt of all, ſome reaſons may be con- 
ceived, why he doth thus, in reſpe& of his and their 
Enemies. As, 

1. That ſome of them, 'when they behold the 
ſional favour of God to his ſcrvants, may lay down 
all their envy and ma'ice towards them, and rc- 
pent heartily of all their oppreſſions and injuries 
done to them. Thus we hope many beholding now 


. the great work of God in preſerving and reſtoring 


happily our gracious Sovcraign , will repent 
heartily, like Peter, for denying their Lord and 
Maſter, | 

2. That others, who have not ſo much grace, 
may yet be ſtricken with horror at the {ight of Gods 
manifeſt hand, and may repent ar lcaſt with Fadas, 
loathing their picces of {ilver , the bait and re- 
ward of their Treaſon , and may acknowledge, 
that they have ſinned and done very fooliſhly in 
betraying innocent bloud 3 Andiif any ſhall repent 
thus, God in mercy keep them from an end like 
Fudas, unle(s they ſtill retain his heart, and might 
be tempted again for picccs of filver to plot ano- 
ther betraying of their Mattcr, 

3. That the moſt obcuratc of all might ſee, and 
fear , and be diſmayed, and cry for forrow of 
heart, and howl for vexation of ſpirit, according 

| oO 
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to that of. the Prophet 1ſaiah, Behold, my ſer- i. 65. 14. 


wants ſhall ſins for joy of heart : | bat ye ſhall 
cry for  : F heart, and howl for —_— of 

irit, 
jt Thus ye ſee the great God hath many ſeveral 
ends , and weighty reaſons, why he is pleaſed to 
ſhew his own hand ſo clearly inthofe great dcliver- 
ances which he worketh tor his people, and why he 
will have it known, thatit is he, only he who turn- 
cth again rhe captivity of his Zo, 


I have been ſomewhat large in the recital of ma- Applicat. 


ny rcaſons, -why it pleafſcrh God to work his great 
dcliverances of his people in this manner ; but rhat 
which moved me hereunto, was, becauſe 1 have*” 
diicovered withall the true and right uſes, which we 
ſhould make of ſuch wonderful mercics of God,and 
the ſpiritual advantages which we might and ſhould 
oain by them : It we anſwer rhoſc ends of Godex- 
atly, then we make the right. uſc of them ro our 
ſelves. This is to do a juſt right ro God- the 
doer, and to improve them aright to our (elves the 
recervers, 

x1, Then let us give to God alone the whole glo- 
ry of ſuch dcliver inces, Let not thoſe whom God 
is pleaſed ro ule as his great Inſtruments in them 
divide ir (as the Afs in the fable did the Prey, as 
much to himſelf as to the Lion) as muctiro thetn- 


ſelves as tro God, Nor let us divide it, a5 ſome 
men are apt enough to do (in that more filly then 
the Aſs) more to man, then to God, Let the glory 
be divided neither equally, nor inequally : let it 
not be divided ar- all, b 


ut aſcribed wholly and in- 
tirely 
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tirely tothe great and gracious God; who worketh 


all, and in all. 


2. Let the hand of God , which may be dif- 
cerned clearly in ſuch deliverances , make our 
hearts as clearly for him, as his hand hath been 
for us. | 

'3. Let us even ſtudy what kind of thankſgiving 
doth beſt beſcem us to return unto God for to 
great a mercy : nor ſtudy what we ſhould deviſe, 

ut ſtudy what he requires, what he may expc&, 
and what will be moſt plcaſing and acceptable to 
him, and offer him that with all ſtudious care- 
fulneſs. 

4. If any of us have made vows to God, to win 
his favour the more readily,” and to procure more 
{peedily rhis great mercy which he hath ſhewed to 
our Nation, let us remember to pay cheerfully in 
the mid{t of our joycs, what we formerly vowed in 
the midſt of our ſorrows. 

5. Let us henceforth begin to truſt our good 
God with more confidenee in all: our ſtraits and 
troubles, and let us reſt upon him with an hopeful 
ſccurity for the perteing of his good work begun 
now amonglt us. Within theſe few years, yea, 
within theſe few moneths ; how many were there 
amongft us, that even diſpaired of ever ſceing the 
things which we ſce, or hearing the things ich 
we hear : yet there were alwaycs ſome ftrong'y 
confident , that God would ia his due time cer- 
tainly turn again the captivity of our Zioy, 

By this time, I hope, we have all learned to reſt 
with more confidence upon the power and graci- 

| ouſneſs 
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ouſneſs of our God, and to truſt him for all that yet 
emaineth to be done : yet truly our Prayers muſt 
go along with our truſt : VWhar we expect with de- 
lire, we muſt pray for with carneſtneſs. Let us 
therefore continue in Prayer, that God would per- 
fe his good work begun, that he would ſtill pre- 
{crve the man of his right hand under the ſhadow 


of his wig that he would - hide him is the ſecret 


of his preſence from the pride of men, yea (and, if 


it be hus good pleaſure, fo bleſs him with that rare 
happineſs, which harh ſeldom befaln the beſt of 


Princes) to keep him ſecretly in a Pavilion from the v7,110. xc 


ſtrife of tongues. 

6. Laſtly, Above all, let us who rejoyce greatly 
in this wonderful mercy of Gods turning again the 
captivity of our Ziox, be careful ro walk worthy 


25 


of it. Letus walk circumſpettly, not as fools, but Voda 5s 2; 


a wiſe; not only as men over-joycd at preſent, 
but as circumſpect men, careful ro preſerve what 
we rejoyce in, Otherwiſe it may bcfall us, as ir 
doth ſome young Heirs , who rejoyce too much, 
when they come to a rich Inherucance, and yer 
within a few years, by their vain prodigality, their 
Inheritance and Joy both are broughe to an end : 
Let us take heed , thar we do not provoke God 
within a little while, to upbraid us with this great 
mercy be hath beſtowed upon us , in ſuch terms 
as he once upbraided David, 1 delivered you from 
a very miſcrable ſlavery, which ye had pulled up- 
on your own, heads by your wiltul follics, and from 
the danger of a greater ſlavery, which was even 
ready to be pur upon your 4 I gave yo a 

ng 
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King according to your hearrs defires, fuch a King 
as exceeded your deſires, in whom nothing was 
wanting that reaſonably could be deſired, or ex- 
pected in a mortal creature, andfſo gave him to you 
in my love and mercy, that ir coſt you not one dr 
of your bloud tohave him (which ye would have 
rhought a great purchaſe to have ne with the 
bloud of many thouſands : ) and it this. had been 
roo lirtle for you , what, is there more which 1 
would not have done for you > Why then now do 
ye deſpiſe the Commandements of your God > 
Why do ye give occaſions to the Enemies of this 
mercy tO bla pheme ? Brethren, if we the people 
of this Nation, after all this, ſhall continue in a de- 
bauchery of ſcandalous converſation, whar is there 
left to accumulate the aggravation of our (ins? If 
after ſo great an affliction, if after fuch a wonder- 
ful deliverance of mercy, if after God hath given 
us one of the beſt Loadſtones upon Earth ro draw 
our hearts unto Piety, Sobriety and Vertne, (the 
Exemplary attra&tiveneſs of fo pious a Soveraign) 
we ſhall yer continue in our ſinful ways without 
fear, or thankfulneſs, or ſhame, what ſhall God do 
ro us to better us?Or what ſhall we be able toſay to 
him ? Our fins now will be much greater, as þcing 
committed not only againſt againft rhe authority of 
the holy Rules of God. bur againſt the luſtre of fo 
bright and winning an Example in man. 

Theſe are the uſes which all we, rhathave figh- 
cd under the captivity of our Zien,tharhave prayed 
for a dclivergnce , that rejoyce now in the won- 
derful deliverance which God hath wrought by his 


own 
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own holy arm, ſhould make of this mercy. And 
as for thoſe who have been enemies to this great 
work-of mercy, who have had their headsor hands 
deepeſt in the plots or ways of bringing our Zion 
into captivity, or holding her {till under ir, Yet us 
pray heartily for them, that they may now ſee their 
folly and wickednels, .and repent thereof with real 
ſorrow z or if nor, that they may .be ſo diſmayed 
and confounded (beholding clearly the hand of God 
in this mercy which he hath wrought) as they may 
never again dare to make the leaſt attempt againſt 


it : And dovbrle(s, if we, thar rejoyce in this mer- ' 


cy, ſhall anſwer che other ends of God, by our 
thankfulneſs .and worth walking, God himſelf 
will rake carg, that all A Enemues of this mercy 
ſhall anſwer thoſe ends which concern them, e1- 
ther by rheir repentance, or by their awful dread 
and horror, | 


times hu great deliverances for his people ſo 

ſtrangely, ſuddenly , and unexpettedly , 
they can ſcarſe at firſt believe their own 

ſenſes, but are like men that dream. | 


Obſcrv. 4. That it pleaſeth God ro work 'y; 
at 


Ir is ſaid in the Goſpel, That the Enemy ſowed 
his gares whileſt- men Nevs : The Devil indeed doth 
ſteal. upon us, and caſt his fire-brands of miſchicf 
| (whileſt we ſleep) but their flames quickly awaken 
us with ſuck a ſenſe, as put us beyond thinking 
our {+lves.in a dream, The gracious God of Heaven 
doth alſo often ſow his bleſſings whileſt men fleep. 

| E 2 Whileſt 
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Marrh.t3.25, | 
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Whileft our Faith ſleeps as to the belief, and our 
hope ſleeps as to the expectation of ſo. great a 
mercy, he comes privily as it were, and lays it 
down by us upon our pillows. Art our firſt awake- 
ning, our eyes begin to gaze upon it, yet we can 
ſcarce believe it to be other then a dream. Such 
was the inexpected and ſtrange deliverance of 
Ak. 12. 7.3;9, Peter out of Priſon, whom Herod had deſtinated 
1911: the next day for a Sacrifice of popularity, to pleaſe 
the blindly zealous Fews, The Angel isſent whileſt 
he was faſt aſleep, he ſtrikes him upon the (ide, 
ſaying, Ariſe Peter, and he ariſeth, ayd the chains 
fall off from his hands. The Angel bids him, Gird 
thy ſelf, and bind on thy Sandals, caſt thy garment 
a thee , and follow me. Peter doth .all this, 
cnough (a man would think) to awaken him 
throughly : yet the Text tells us, He went ous and 
fellowed him, and wiſt not, that it was true which 
was done by the Angel , but thought he ſaw a Viſun : 
yea ſtill further, the Angel contacts him through 
the firſt and ſecond. guard, makes the Iron gate 
which led into the City fly open, and leads Pim 
through one ſtreer paſt all oppoſition and danger, 
and there leaves him. All this while the Apoſtle 
thought, he was but in a dream 3 until his Guardian 
Angel left him to himſelf, he came not to himlelf, 
Then he came to himſelf, and ſaid; Now I know 
4 4 ſurety, that the Lord hath ſent his Angel, and 
ath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and 
from all the Kew, ws of the people of the Fews. 
As firange and unexpected (I conceive) was that 
«&liverance of the Fews from the barbarous, ma- 
licious,, 


Votiva Tabula. 
licious, bloody plot. of cruel Hamay, When this 


poor people , in every Province . of Ahaſhuerus 


Dominion, were mourning and weeping, faſting 
and lying in ſack-cloth and aſhes, when the day of 
their ſad doom was approaching , and Hamans 
Cut-throats were in, a readineſs to make a gene- 
ral Maſſacre of them : what hope of help or deli- 
verance was left to them ? But behold on a ſuddain 
come Poſts from Mordecai with other Letters, that 
they ſheuld gather themſelves together, and ſtand 
upon their defence, 'and ſlay., if they could, all that 
ſloxld aſ[ail them.,,. Conld they believe theſe Ler- 
ters at firſt to be real 2 Did they not think that 
cither the Poſts,.,qr .themſelves, or ,both were in a 
dream > Were..not-the firſt Letters for their de- 
ſtruction ſigned. with the Kings, Ring > Did they 
nox know. certainly, that having, ſuch a Signacure, 
they were irreverſible > How then could there be 
ſuch a turn on a ſadden > But though the Letters 
were not reverſible, nor indeed reverſed, yet they 
were as good, as xeverſed by a way not imagi- 
nable. Mordecai the great Patron of his Nations 
advanced into: the Kings favour by a firange pro. 
vidence, Hawan their great enemy is hanged, with 
all his ſons, the Fews have a. lawfull Warrant 
granted them, to arm themſclves. and ſtand u 
their own defence, the fear of Mordecai and of 
the Jews falls npon-their enemies, this chills cheir 
courage. for rhe preſent, rhough perhaps ir could 
not quench their malice: but —_ dares aſlail 
them, to execute the firſt Letters . procured by 
Haman ? Surely if the holyeſt Prophet of God 
E 2 ” that. 
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that ever lived, had but 'a few days before fore- 
told them of ſuch a deliverance, he would: ſcarce 
have been thought 'to rel'them any 'thirig Þite his 
own dream.. And the poor Fews thus firange! 
and unexpectedly delivered, might then have we 
ſaid, as our Pſalmift doth here, We were Hike them 
that dream : Yer thus it pleaferh the great and wiſe 
God oftentimes ro work dcliverances for his peo- 
ple, to make them know, that the great Keeper of 
Iſrael doth neither ſlumber nor ſleep. 

Now ſuch deliverances make us like men that 
dream, which are wrought with theſe -or-che like 
circumſtances, 

1. When God worketh them” ſuddenly, and 
turneth the wheel of his Providence with fo quick 
a motion, that ir is ſcarce imaginable how ſo 
grear a work could be done im fſo' fhort a 


"> Wire he doth his work by inftruments and 
Dat oped; tle Gol of work fu 
man expected, that: God-conld or \would have 
one tRe work with fu wh EE IAIN > ns 

3. "When he delivershis people in the very nick 
-of extreme danger, inter pontem & fontem : when 
the ram is caught by the horns'in a'buſh'for a ſacri- 
fice, at that very inſtant, when the Knife was at 

Iſaac's throat, R 6 | 

4. When he raifeth his _ out of a con- 
dition ſo deſperate and hopelefs, that it is like the 


raiſing up of Lazares out of his grave after he had 
been four dayes buxyed. | 


Yer 


Yet; thys,, eve, thus, mapy. tigges. it pleaſerh the 


great , powerfull , wiſe , mercifull and wonder- 
working God to contrive both the ſcaſons and the 
means, to. lay out both the way and the time. of 
deliverance for his ſervants : which he doth, 

1, To cauſe rhe wonders, of his Providence to 
be more deeply admircd and adored, and ever- 


laſtingly. remembred. He hath made his wonder. voi. irs. 


3k 


full works to be remembred, The Heavens ſhall vr. 8 ;. 


praiſe thy wonders O Lord: thy faithfulntſſe alſo in 
the Congregation of the Saints, gs 
2. To ſet a more viſible and remarkable cha- 


racer of his ſpecial favour and love upon his ſer- 


vants ſo delivered. Such honour have his Saints in Pfal. 149.'9. 


the eyes of the World oftentimes, and beſides ir 
is to them in their own boſom a ſweet teſtimony 
of Gods ſpecial favour and tender care over them, 


By this I know that thow favoureſt me, that mine Pſ1. 41. ui 


enemy doth not triumph over me. | 
3. He doth ir to quicken vi people unto a more 
lively andeleyarcd rain ofcclebrating his prayſcs : 
Such ſtrange and unexpeRed deliverances make a 
deeper impreſſion upon the hearts of men : The 
Fews days of Pyrim to be celebrated by them 
and their Poſterity throughout every generation , 
that the memorial of their deliverahce might hor 
perifh from their ſced, aroſe from, ſuch a deep im- 
preſſion : . and ſo alſo the holy reſolution of the 
Plalmiſt : Whils 7 ling 1 will 
will ſing grayſes. #njq, my G06, whl 
co 07 lic) tems» 5 moe; 


IT have any 


4. He 


ra the Lord, T Pſal. 146. z. 
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4. He doth ir, that alſ the world may take no- 
tice, that it & be who ruleth in Heaven and in 


Earth, who doth whatſoever he pleaſeth in Heaven 
ahd in Earth, in the Sea and all deep places, 


But though God worketh his great works of 
mercy in ſuch a manner, as it cven aſtoniſherh us 
with admiration, and maketh us like men that 
dream, yet let us not be like men that dream, or 
chat ſleep, when we offcr up. our praifes to him 
for ſuch mercies : Let not us the people of this 
Nation, be ſo dull in praiſing God for that great 
deliverance now wrought for us, as if we recko- 
ned it but a pleaſant dream., ; God hath now given 
us a pretty ſpace to come to our ſelies, if ween- 
rertain his mercy like ſober Chriſtians , and dg 
not (as ſome lay to the charge of ſome rejoycers) 
drink away the religious (onſe of it. Ir is time for 
us now to compoſe 'our ſpirits to a. thankfgiving- 
frame, yea an high. frame ſutcable'ro the pgrear- 
neſs of Te mercy. . Though at firft we 'were like 
men that dream, yet let us not continue fo ſtill, at 


leaſt Jet us not do worſe, when the mercy is fo 


clearly aſſured, to us, that we are ſure we dream 
not, let us not lye..down again and fleep m our 
fins. as ſecurely, as if God' had done nothing ar all 
ro awaken-us; - Let this day of ſolemnity rouſe us 
up, which alarms us to praiſe our great and pgra- 
ctous God.. Look every one of you, to the tunin 

of your own Inſtruments, your own hearts, an 

let every of us awaken our own ſouls to bear their 
part in this conſort of ſinging praiſes ro God, as 
David 


(] 
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David did. "Awake np my glory, awake Pſaltery and Pal 51.8 


Harp, 1 my ſelf will awake right early, 


Obſerv. 5. That common and natural rejoycing, 
. in ſuch wonderful mercies of God, is lawful and 
comely, if uſed lawfully, 


When the mouths of Gods people here were fil- 
led with laughter, rhis (as I have noted before) was 


a joy no better thennatural : yet ſure it was law- . 


ful, or elſe the people of God would never have 
ſo rejoyced, or ar leaſt, if they had done it, the 
Pſalmiſt here would nor have thus ſpoken of it, if 
there had been any unlawfullneſs in ir. Bnt to pur 
the matter out of doubt, we ſhall find it ſo, notonly 
here, ' bur alwayes, or at leaſt moſt commonly with 
the people of God, after grear deliverances of mer- 


cy. Thus the Fews , when the malicious plot of Eft, g. rg. 


proud Haman was defeated, kept a day then and in 
following generations, of fteaſting and joy, a good 
day (as they called it) wherein they ſent portions 
one to another 3 which w +, but fewel to. feed a na- 
rural joy, And ſo the 1ſraetites, after David had lain 
Goliah, whoſe dreadful ſtature and ſtrength, 'with 
his proud brags, had ſtrucken the 1ſr«elztiſb Hoſt 
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Obſerv, 5. 


into a chill fear, when they returned back from the 1 Saw. 13. «. 


ſlaughter of the Philiſtines, they were met- with a 
company of women out of all Cities, with Tabrets 
and ents of Muſick, ſinging and dancing. 
This joy was but of the common and vulgar ſtamp, 
we ſure if it had- been to be reproved, it would 

ave never been related - barely in holy Writ, 


without 
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without, any, touch of diſlike, But. what need 1 


ſay much, in a matter ſo clear and of nogreater 
conſequence ? | 

I ſhall not need to excite any of you this day 
unto. this kind of rcjoycing.. It hath been and con- 
tinues fo great Univerlally every where, that ne- 
ver was it ſo ſcen before in our T1ſrael , nor ever 
perhaps the like cauſe. This joy 1s as free inthe 
Nation, as was once the cheerful devotion of the 
Fews, bringing in their gifts for the Tabernacle : 
There needs no Trumpet to blow it up, but per- 
haps (asthen) more necd of a Proclamation to re- 
ftrain it : jyet I am far from Judas's repining, 
Why i this waſt of the Ointment ? Only give me 
leave to give you a ſeaſonable caution touching this . 
kind of rejoycing. Remember that; all natural 
rejoycing walks upon the very brink of carnal re- 
joycing : If your heads grow bur a; Tittle gid- 
dy with natural joy, it is an hundred to one if 
ye fall not into the ſtream of carnal joy, and 
ſick not faſt in the black mud of ic. All our affe- 
ions in truth are as a fiream, with nnuch mud of 
corruption at che bottom, Little or no mud appears 
when they over-flow notthe' banks of Religion or 
Reaſon -. But when they riſe. very high ,. they are 
commonly ' like watcrs in a floud , much {oyled 
and. fullyed with mud. Tf our preſent exccfs of joy 
be only ſullyed with a little vanity , it will be 
more pardonable, if the -mud of drunkenneſs and 
debanchery doth-not make it look black ang ſtink, 
not only in the noſtrils of God, /bur of all our pi- 


Obſery, 


| "Yativa Table: 
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Obſcrv. 6. That though natural rejoycing in Gods Obſerv, 6. 


—_— Deliverances doth begin the dance, 
yer religions and ſpiritual rejoycing muſt fol- 
low and keep meaſure with it, 


If at the firſt riſing it flies neet theground , yet 
like an Hawk, it muſt wind about tro mount up 
higher : If it be no more then the joy of laughter, 


it is but as the crackling of thorns under a pot : xc, x, 6. 


Our tongues ſhould alſo be filled with ſinging : 


Is any man merry ? let him ſing Pſalms ( ſaich James 5.13, 


St. James) Is any man cheerfully affe&ed, or filled 
with joy through any great bleſſing of God? (though 
it be nor material to keep ſtrictly to the very letter 
of the word in ſinging of Pſalms, yet) let him tune 
and quicken his heart, and let him elevate his ſpi- 
rit (as rhe voyce is in finging ) to celebrate the 
praiſes of God, It was fo ordinary with the an- 
cient people of God, upon the receipt of great ble(- 
ſings, and after gracious deliverances, to {ing ſongs 
of praiſe nnro God, that if we do nor alwayes read 
it was done, yet, we have no reaſon to conceive it 
lefr undone ; yea, not only with them, bur it hath 
been rhe received cuſtom of all Nations in the 
world, to. offer up their Sacrifices and Solemnities 
of Praiſe (after their manner) upon ſuch accaſi- 
ons to thofe Deities, from whom they conceived 
the bleſſing, which they rejoyeed in, ro deſcend : 
yea, rather then fajl of paying their thanks to fome 
Divine Power, they were. ready to dedicate an Al- 


tat To the Mnknown God, The very light of Na- *8.17. 23. 
F 2 ure, 


mmm 
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ture, as it ties, ſo it hath taughtall men to offer up 
praiſcsto the God of their Salvation, 

But why theſe Thankſgivings were commonly 
offcred up in Songs (ſo as now praiſing God, {ing- 
inz to him, and Thankſgiving are become Synony- 
»:1, words of the ſame Mee arion) we may con- 
ccive theſe three reaſons. 

1. Becauſe it requires a ſerious and ſomewhat 
ſtudious meditation to compoſe a Song, 

2, A more lively clevation of ſpirit then ordi- 
nary, both in compoſing and linging, 

3. Becauſe ſuch things as are ſetled a little in 
our memories by a Song, ( as if that faculty did 
take delight in ſuch meaſures, or were much 
helped by them) are longer retained uſually, and 
oftner called ro mind, 

Now all theſe things are very neceſſary in us, 
that we may praiſe God as we ought for his emi- 
nent mercies, and great deliverances, 

I, It becomes us to meditate and ſtudy, how to 
frame our hearts and tongues fit for ſuch praiſes of 
God as may be ſomewhat ſuitable to ſo great a 
bleſſing. 

2. It is reaſon that we ſhould raiſe up onr 
ſpirits to a livelineſs more then ordinary at ſuch a 
time, 

3. That we ſhould retain the remembrance of 
ſuch mercics for ever, and often call them actually 
into our minds, 

Whether for theſe or other reaſons, this we find 
howſoever ; that it was an uſual manner to cele- 
brate the Praiſes of God in Hymns or Songs, Thus 
WE 
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we have the Song of Moſes, after the overthrow of tx5, 5. r. 


the Egyptians ; the Song of the 1ſraelites, after God 


had given them water in the Wilderneſs; the Song Nunb.z1 17. 
of Deborah and Barak, the Song of Hannah , the Judz. 5. 7. 


Song of Hezekiah, after his recovery, wich is called 
the writing of Hezekiah , becauſe it was written in 
Yotiva Tabula, a Table dedicated and hung up (as 
ſome Interpreters conceive) in the Temple, 7x per- 

etuam rei memoriam, as an everlaſting monument 


of his thankfulneſs, What ſhould I ſpeak of the 
many Hymns or Pſalms of. David ? They are 
enough to afford ns.a manual of praiſes for all oc- 
caſtons, And what he ſo frequently did himlcltf, he 
as frequently exhorterh others alſo to do the fame. 


1 Sam, 2. tl, 


Sing unto the Lord , bleſs his Name, ſhew forth Pal, $5. x. 
his Salvation from day to day. Sing forth the Pſy. x. 


honour of his Name , make his Praife glorious. 


Let it not therefore ſuffice us ( dear Chriſtians) Applicar. 


that we have vented our ſelves ſo freely in a way 
of common rejoycing : This is bur like the outſide 
or hide of our inward joy, not fit to be offered un- 
to God in Sacrifice : there muſt be a ſecond courle 
of rejoycing ſerved in after that groſs joy, a ſober, 
religious, hearty, ſolemn thankſgiving. I confeſs 
theve is a neccſlary uſe of the natural ſpirits of joy 


in the ſolemnity of a religious Thankſgiving. As In- - 
cenſe cannot be offcred withour fire to make it burn: }. 


ſo neither can there be a ſpiritual rejoycing with-. 
out ſome ſpirits of natural to bear it up. The chil- 
dren of Iſrael could not get their hearts in tuneto 
fing a Song of Zion, when they ſate by the waters 


of Babyloy, When they that carryed them captive . 
F 3 and .; 
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Plal.r375,2, and waſted them, ſaid unto then, Sing us one of 
aA 


3» 4: rhe Sonzs of Lion : How (laid they) 


2 King.3.15. 


l we fine 
the Lords Song in a ftrange Land? There was 
ſomething in ir, that Eliſha called for a Minftrel 
to play : the Scripture tells us, 7: came to paſs, while 
the Minſtril played, that the hand of the Lord came 
upon him. The Muſick it ſxems compoſcd and cheer- 
ed his ſpirir , fitting it to deliver to thoſe Kings the 
joyful ridings of an happy ſucceſs. But yet though 
there be a good uſe of the ſpirit of natural joy, 
they are never theleſs bur the Crab-ſtock upon 
which a religious rejoycing may well be graftcd, 
Will you let a Crab-ſtock ſtand in your Orchard, 
being ſufficiently rooted , without grafting ſome 
good cien upon it to bear you pleaſant fruit ? 
ile therefore your hearts are ſo frolick and 
cheerful with natural rejoycing , is it not good 
time now to graft upon it a religious, ſober, hearty, 
cheerful thankſgiving unto God, for this his fo 
great _— towards us ? Yes, it is high time, and 
a good ſeafon yet ; bur ye know the time of graft- 
ing will be over, if ye negle& the due feafon, 
What means all our great blazes of ourward joy, 
if our hearty praiſes of God do not in ſome mea- 
ſure anſwer them > He rhar carryeth fire in a cen- 
ſer, and hath no Incenſe ready to burn upon it, it 
may ſerve for the ufe of his own hearth, it is not 
for Gods Altar, Our rejoycing is to our ſelves, 
not to God, unleſs it quicken us to celebrate his 
praiſes. But oh, let not our good God find in us a 
cauſe to ſay, what Iſaac once ſaid to his Father ; 
Behold , the fire and the wood, but where s _ 
Lam 
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Lamb for 4 Burnt-offering ? 'Here is fire enongh 
of outward joy, and wood enough laid on to —_ 
it ame high, bur where is the Sacrifice > where 
are thoſe hearty cheerful preiſes that ſhould be of 
fered to me for a {weet ſmelling Savour ? 
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Obſerv. 7. That God y pleaſed many times to Obſerv, 7, 


work deliverances for his people in ſo zlori- 
ous and conſpicuous 4 manner, that it draws 
the eyes even of aliens and ſtrangers to take 


potice of, and admire the ereat things which 


be doth for them. 


- This deliverance of his people was ſuch , that 
they ſaid among the Heathen, The Lord bath | done 

eat things for them : The bright beams of Gods 
Jens in ſuch mercies very often ſhine further 
with their light, then they warm with their heat, 


All the ends of the world (ſaith the Pfalmiſt) have P'. 98. 3." 


ſeen the ſalvation of God * yea, but all the.ends of 
the world, though hey ſaw it , yet did not feel 
the benefit of it. The : Heathen, who are out of 
the pale of the Church , cannor gather thoſe cu- 
rious flowers , of mercie which God planteth in 
that garden, nor-perhaps:come ſo neer as to fmell 
the ſwectneſs .of them, until Gad openeth-to, them 
a fair way of entrance into it ; yer they may per- 
hapslook over the pale, orthrough the pale to ſee 


ſomewhat of cheir beauty ar a-diftance : yer how- 


ſocver,' God'gers morcihonour ro/him(clf, and de- 
ſerves: gyearer honour from his:/people, when:he 


theweth: 1s :righteouſnels apenly (hs: great favours ©). 98: 2 
wo 


Applicat, 


Mat. 5.46247 
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to his- people openly) in the ſight of the Heathey, 
ſo that be eve Tae them to confeſs, as here ; 
The Lord hath done great things for them. 

Might it not then do us ſome good (Brethren) if 
we would but take good notice,what Forreiners and 
Strangers of other Nations think and ſay of this 
great work of mercy,whicht God hath now wrought 
tor theſe three united Nations > Can they ſay leſs 
of it, then that God hath done yu things for 
us> And ſhall yort we bluſh for ſhame, we who 


feel and taſte every day, and have fuch hopes to 
raſte every day, more freely of this great mercy of 
God ; if we ſhould ſay no more then they ſay, 
and do no mote then they -do > Should not our 
hearty and real thankfulneſs , equal and exceed 
their wonder > our high _— go beyond their 


high admiration > If our ſenſe of ſo great a mercy 
doth not draw more from us, then the ſight of it 
from them, it is ſure, becauſe we want ſenſe, at 
leaſt we have not a true and right ſenſe of it, If 
we only joy in it . like ſenſual men, ot wonder at 
it like {leepy dreamers, nor yet fully awakened, ir 
may be ſpoken to us as Chriſt once ſaid to his Diſ- 
ciples, What ſingular thing do you > - What do ye 
wore then others? Do noteven the Heathen > do 
not farreiners and ſtrangers do the ſame 2 It is for 
choſe who feel not the cordial warmth and refreſh- 
ing of this mercy, to ſay and confeſs coldly, It was 
a very ſtrange and wonderful providence of God: 


r.Sam. 36, 12. but for us who were lately like that poor Egyptian 


ſervant, left by the Awmaleckires in the Wilderneſs, 
pining, and ready to give up the ghoſk _ aro 
elneſs, 
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kelpetp jet now are ſo refreſhed with this mercy,that 
our ; or nalyangy vp us, for us what can we 
do lefſe then ſay, Bleſſe the Lord, Tony ws » and all 
that & within me,bleſſe his holy Name: It is not e- 

nough for us to {ay no more then ſtrangers, The 
Lord hath done eat gs for ws, bur it becomes 
us to ſay, We will a ag + reat things for him, and 
not only to ſay it, = oc it. And although wc 
cannot 1n truth do anygreat re for God an{we- 
rableto the great things which 

not the King banlele. nor the honourable houſes 
of Parliament, nor both wogether, no nor the whole 
Nation with them, ns they and we have 


done all, it muſt ill be confeſſed, We are unprofita- Luke 11.1. 


ble ſervane , we bave done that which WAS Our du- 
y to 100); vet it is @ time borhfor them, and us, 
hath done ſo great things for us, to pur 


ry che beſt endeavours rodo(it not great things , * 


yet)aSgreat 45 we arc able, for God and his Sonne * 
the Fs Jeſus Chriſt. And truely now is therea, 
time,if we.ever,knew any,wherein.it may well be 


ſaid, Domino 9p eft, The Lord hath necdof ſome to way. :1. 3, 


do great things for hum. Nor do I doubt Lut gli 
gracious and his honourable Houſcs of Parlia- 
ment have. bad this long agoe in their ſerious 
thoughts, Quid retribuewus, Domino f What ſb 


we render again to the Lord? and I 
- cy al __ | 


not wantRemembrancers amongſt thoſe 
who are ſer Fronhs —_ ——_—_ 


a0t ep lence e Gad.or. em anzreſt og Iſaiah 62, 637+ 


our Jeruſalem b e reſt liſhed and wade 4 praiſe ju the 


whole earth, | 
G Thus 


Pfal 103.1. 


e hath done for us, 
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Thus have I now run through all the matters / of 
chicfnote in this portion of Scripture : I ſhall now 
come to apply that which hath been ſpoken(rhough 
ir hath been done in part already) more dire&tly 
and fully to the occaſion of our ſolemn meeting this 
day;and hercin I ſhal aim only art theſethree things, 

1. Tomove you to conſider, into what a mile- 
rable captivity and ſlavery God haa lately given up 
our Ziow,for our high provoking ſins : though he 
formerly had manifeſted,, how dear and precious 
a people we were in his eyes, by as viſible, remar- 
kable, and extraordinary tokens of his ſpeciall fa- 
your, as may be expedted by any people. 

2. To draw you to conſider throughly, how the 
Lord hathturned azain our Captivity; fo as we 
cannot bur acknowledge it to be his doing, and 
how ſuddainly, ſtrangely, and unexpectedly he hath 
Jone it, ſo as we could at firſt ſcarcely believe our 

'owne ſenſes, or think it any other but our own gol- 
den dream. | 

3, To ftirre you up tooffer unto God the author 
of this our grear deliverance, ſuch reall ſacrifices of 

thanksgivingand to ling to him ſuch ſongs of praiſe, 
chat he being well pleaſed with our returns,may til 
£0 onto perfect his work of mercy begun,ſo as that 
every. day it may become more and more glorious 
to himſelf, and more and more'joyfull to us. 

I. I ſhall lead youto conſider into what a miſc- 
rable ſlavery and Captivity the juſt judgement of 
_ puniſhing us firo fins with our fins,had 
cafd us, -( hb 5 00s. 8! | Wt. 


Ye 
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Ye will think perhaps this a fad Subje&,andunfir 
for/ſo joytull a day. 


Were it not better (may ſome ſay ) to forges Job-16. 21. 


thoſe daies of our ſorrow, like awoman in travail , 
who,after ſhe is delivered, remembreth no more the 
anguiſh, for joy that a man is born into the world > 
Truely I ſhould willingly enough have accorded to 
ſuch a motion , but that there is an unavoidable 
neceſſity to draw the black ground of our former 
ſlavery. in the ſame table, wherein we deſire to (ct 
forth: a lively repreſentation of the wonderfull mer- - 
cy of God towards usin delivering us from it. For 
I foreſee well enough, that this word of Slavery 
will ſound harſhly iv the ears of ſome men, All 

thoſe who have ſo long crie&up theſe our unhapp 
times: of diviſion and Anarchy,as glorious and ble(- 
ſed daies of liberty, will look afquint upon me: 
And many others who have ſuffered lirtle them- 
ſelves, and want that blood of Chriſtian Charity in 
their veines, to make them compaſſionate of their 
brethrens ſufferings; and ſuch alſo whoſe ignorance 
did not afford them foreſight enough to apprehend 
the extreme danger we were in, of ſinking deeper 
into a more miſerable ſlavery, will thinke perhaps 
this wordof Slavery to reliſh ofroo much bitterneſs. 
But truely I ſpeak no more of our former late' con- 
dition, then what my'Sefiſe and Reaſon ( tempered 
with Charity) convinces me to be apparent truth , 
and what I ſhall demonſtrate clearly (I ſuppoſe ) 
roall burſuch as are blinded with the wages of 
F016. xc ' or | hardned through their 
formet » diſorders , | or | preſent willfulneſle. '' 
| G 2 What > 
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What # were we pottindes 4 miſcrable. ſlavery 
and captivity > If I had nothing Elſe' to offer in 
proofof this but one thing, , which I am fure no 
man can deny (and yet who can ſpeak of it with- 

out ſighs and tears'> } it were enough. | 
| 'as-not out dread Soveraign - the light of our 
Iſrael ,- ous late King of glorions and bleſſed nremo- 
ry ( who, howſoever he were ignominionfly -rrea- 
ted both in words and deeds by ſome deſperate 
wicked men, whoſought, and at length compaſled 
his deſtruRtiony; yet never went lefs in my tho 
and of many millions befides,ſobet and pious Chri- 
{tians, then for the moſt verryons, pious, juſt, gra- 
tious and fatherly Prince, that ever yer reigned 0- 
ver theſe Nations.) was not he (I ſay) broughe un- 
der the ſtate of a miferable Caprixe > Vhar: liber- 
ty was Icft him, but what the grace of God and the 
nobleneſſe of his own ſpirit ( which are uncapri- 
vable) gave him? yea, he dyed and perifhed { as 
tothe outward man) in ſuch a_ Captivity,ro" the - 

cat fin and ſhame of the whole Nation, -andro 
= heart-breaking and unſpeakeable' ſorrow of 
thouſands and millions of his faithfull loyall Sub- 
jets. If we had ſufferedno captivity or ſlavery in 
oor own perſons , yet were we not all -Caprives 
in him > He that did nor feel himſelf ſo-then, 
may ſuſpe& his own heart to want ſomething that 
15 required in @ good Chriſtian,and a loyall Sub; a. 
Alas!his fufferings were ſuch;as (except the fuffe- 
tings of our blciled Saviout) ſcarce:;any; miſethble 
Capnive evex anderwent tho like, alboircumftances' 
confidered; '- Ous blefied Saviour — from 
| EaVED 
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Heaven, againſt Saul, as paiconing him, when yet aa. g. ,. 
r 


himſelf was far above the reach ofhisrage:it was 
only his members whom he perſecuted. He reckons 
that he was an Hungred, Thirffy, Naked,Sith, znd in 
Prifon , when this was nor his own,bur only the caſe 
of his poor members. | 

And might not we complain as juſtly, that we 

were Capone » When cur head and King was cap- 
tive, and thar a (word pierced thronghour hearts , 
when that fatall blow cut off him > Could we be 
free,when he was ſo captivated > Or were we ever 
ſuch fools,to Iook for any berter then a ſtate of miſe- 
rable flavery under thoſe curfed hypocritical wret- 
ches, who had captivated thus wickedly their own 
and our Soveraign > _ 

Bur if this weighs too lirtfe with you to convince 
you of our late miſerable flavery,ler us come to that 
which our ſelves have both ſeen,and hear, and felt. 
That will be cnough ( unleffe our reaſon and un- 
derſtanding were taken from us together with our 
ancient freedome ) to convince any man fufficient- 
Rm” 

F What , I pray, of all that we call ours,was left 
us free, if lyable to che power of ryrannicall Uſur- 
pers > Were not our perſons under a grievous fla. 
very, When we were forced ro obey known' Ufur- 
pers , and that firſt one,then anorher, then a third 
and we knew not who the next day > To obey all 
theſealtogether contrary to our own liking , and 
in chings, as contrary to! obr Ming as their” au- 
thority,and as apparemty contrary'ro our 6wn good 
a8 to our liking, and as much contrary to onr good 

| G 3 lawes 


——  — — 


dec Were” on 8s - + 


Vetiva Tabula. 


lawes as to allthe other ,was not thisa miſerable (la- 
very to underſtanding ingenuous and honeſt Spirits > 
Though there were ſome of our ancient good 
lawes left in being,(the beſt comfort and ſolace in 
our miſery ) yer, which of them did they ſcruple e- 
ver to break , if the breach of'ir might ſerve to 
carry on and compaſs their wicked ambitious de- 
ſignes > Vas not our _ Charta as much de- 
ſpiſed by them as one of the Popes Buls> Their Rule 
was odious anddeteſtable toall, bur ſuch as cither 
were bribed with a ſhare in their impious ſacriled- 
ges and ravenous pillagings,or elſe had their judge- 
ments miſcrably diſtorted with Schiſme, 'or were 
much pleaſed with an indulgence to vent their wild 
dreams and hereticall blaſphemous fancies, Or 0- 
ver-awed with a baſe fear , or won with ſome-ba- 
ſer hope of advantages,to proſtitute their ſouls and 
conſciences to a ſervile flattery of any men whoſo- 
cyer wert in power, and to the vo ar pallia- 
ting of any thing whatſoever they did, Were not 
the perſons of wy many of our fellow Subje&s, (if 
not our owne) and thoſe not of the meaner rank , 
but of the nobler, and of great quality, under a 
captivity and ſlavery , when without any fault com- 
mitted, any law tranſgreſſed, yea withoutany the 
leaſt thought or intention of-evill toany,(that ever 
yet was madeto appear) they were withour any 
proceſſe of law in times of peace ( if any times 
nigh be called ſuch ſince our late diviſions, yer 
if they  mightnot., we were out of hope of. eve 
(ccing any other that might. ) they were ( fox) 
ſciſed upon by armed force, andcarried away ts 
ener 
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ther and thither into -remote-places from their: own 
dwellings, andclapt up in-cloſe' and:{tinking pri- 

| ſons ? yea there hath been a time wherein ( as if 
the Land could not afford priſons enough ) many 
of our fellow Subjects for noother crime but Loy- 
alty, (which was looked upon by ſome men, as if 
it had been the fin againſt | the Holy Ghoſt) were 
impriſoned on ſhip-board, and almoſt ſtifled un- 
der the hatches , with threatningsto be tranſported 
God knows whither : and all this to till the reſtleſs 
jealouſies and fearcs of tyrannicall Uſurpers, which: - 
are impoſlible to be ever tilled. For thewicked are, 
like the troubled Sea , when it: cannol reſt. 

Were not our eſtates under a Captivity and la- 
very with Sequeſtrations? , low legall,let our lear- 
ned Lawyers determine , it is out of my : ſphere : 
but how rigorous, unjuſt, and cauſelcfſe, any com- 
mon man might diſcern with half an cye: And with 
exaQions illegall ( I may boldly ſay that) when our 
Lords and maſters not.only by the conſent and gitr 
of our Repreſentatives in Parliament, (whom - we 
found free enough to:give/, and & great injuric hath 
been done to ſome of them , if ſome did not ſhare 
alſo deeply in thoſe free givings ) but without their 
conſents , yea without any formality or ſhew of it, | 
impoſed and levied: taxesfrom us by their. own ar- 
bitrary power,. and yer(though the mcanclſt. Sub- 
je& knew this tobe contrary to our lawfull rights 
and liberties, yea and though the whole. Nation had 
bound themſelves: with a Proteſtation- to maintain 
and'\defend with their lives, powers and:eſtates ſuch 
:awfull rights and liberties ): for all this, 41d woe nor 
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buckle ( for fear of ſomething worſe ) to ſubmir 


- 'unto ſuch arbitrary power as very ſlaves > And tru- 


ly this was nogreat wonder. For we had feen our 
very Repreſematives in Parliament,the Aſytum and 
SanF&uarie of our Engliſh Liberzie (which neyer be- 
fore wasſo boldly violared ſince it firſt had a being) 
we had ſcen our Repreſematives'(I ſay) even thoſe 
whom we moſt highly honoured of them, and 
whoindeed were moſt worthy of high honour (bur, 
God forgive ns, we hadbefore too much idelized 
them as Demi-gods not men, to the undoing of them 
and our felves,and more then our ſelves, our latc 
gracious Soveraign ) we had ſeen rhem uſed as 
captives, and ſlaves, and forcibly carried away by a 
baſe-bormninſolent fellow (who in his'name, Prear, 
bare the abſtra&ofhis diſpoſition) and derained as 
Priſoners, and excluded from a* diſcharge of their 
rruft,and ever ſince ſecluded from any remrn there- 
to , thar there might be none left ro kinder the full 
perfecting of our deftruction, and ſlavery, Were 
we-not then'underan open1lavery , when the very 
ſanuary of allour Liberties was violated; and our 
Jas as were'thruſt our of their Sanuuary , 
and could nor make good neither our Liberties nor 
their own'? And'whar ( 'Ibefeech your) . have all 
our Park aments ever fince 'been, untill now; (but 
magni nominis wnbre > Now 'by the great mency 
of God to this poor Nation they have indeed Teco- 

vered their antzent vencrablenoſſe in this preſent 
one, which is fall and free , not only free from 
withour from 'military force and awe, bur free 
within ( which i the'beſ froedome) Rs" 
"11 pe 
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of aft ativnr and paſſions;r: Bux white! daave (i they 
den well how for the moſt oO either a com- 
pany of men ſprung our of the earth, without any 
voice of our electionto ampower them, or if choſen 
by us, then picked afd cull'd,rtaken in and fhurour 
4&6 pledlureof our great * Lords and 11Maſters þ 
yea and thoſe” which remamed” have |beeh bur: as 
honourable priſoners im a kind of libera. cuftadia, 36 
framctheir'vores Of forbear chem, according 16 the 
pleaſure att defigns ofthe 1ward men.” VWhar" 0+ 
cher confiderable uſe hath beey made of :chem, bur. 
tolmproverhar 'vores 45 the faireft wiy,'to juggle 
dr cdnjureWonies out of aur purſes without novſe 
or 'turnak+ / SUSIE UES TH | 
_ Bntifyeouldſſe a hively pidure of our ilave- 
tygalleoimind char forty [e-baprizing !Corivenc-- 
ck , which'we knew nor. what tro call, till 
mature deliberation rhey reſolved ro tile rhem(clves 
a Parljament, Though there! were amongſt them 
forme wiſe akd worthy 'men, | who (Lbelicve) much 
avain{thoir own judgments: and likings- went in 
amoneſt themyno' qtherwife then ſome peaceable 
mon may ſtep ih amnongt thoſe 'rhat. are making a 
frayao preverm the milchief which atherwifetwould 
be greater i {© they were content to fit among 

them, laſt the ignorance and har-brained violence 

obfomebold Phanariques ſhould have thrown the 

Na!Yion at one caſt thro utter confufton : ver fer a+ 

lidefome few fuch, what did thatafſembly coniift 

Lu! 4-cotpny of mechanical, unqualviicd '\pers 


ſons, inconfiderable for extraction, inconſigera-i 
ble for education , meonliderable for eftates, :1n- 
. H conſiderable 


4 ai mk. 


27nd >: 


of otiva Tabuls. 


conſiderable for wiſdome or experience of affairs , 
and conſiderable for nothing elfe, but pride, fatts- 
07, violence , hypocriſie, and/ an unparallel'd bold- 
nels, ready to-adventure upon a-buſincfſe fo open- 
y deſtructive. to their own and to the whole Natrons 
undamentall liberties > And yet theſe men began 
a Precedent of the greateſt danger that ever was, to 
have overthrown for ever the whole Nattons right 
ofcle&ion, andthe true foundation of that Parlia- 
mentary power which reſides inthe Houſe of Com- 
mos (which we hope will not be forgotten by that 
honourable Houſe at their better - leiſure, -as the 
greatcſt grievance which the Engliſh Swbjet7s eves 
ſuffcred,or can ſuffer in their libertics)and theſe men 
took upon them an authority to make Laws.t; bind 
us,and to alter matrcrs ſctrled both in Church. and 
State: ( with ſuch-wiſdome as made them ridiculons 
to all men almoſt of common {enſe )-and 'to do one 
thinz greater then a!l the reſt,to transfer the ſapream 
Anthority over us unto that muctherous Fſ#rper,who 
doubtleſſe had plotted all-rhis pageant for the ſame 
purpoſe,to hide hisambirious uſurpation under ſome 
vayle, though never ſo thin a- Cobweb.. Vhat 
were we then, I pray, whileſt.all theſe things were 
doing, and quietly done without any ſtrugling,it we 
were not ſlaves ? Surely the antient, noble, heroick , 
free ſpirit of the Engliſh was retyred,like the ſap-of 
trees in the winter, intothe. ground, which now of 
late began to ſhoot up-again as upon the return of 
+ ſpring. For indeed we had forſaken God and 
highly provoked him,and he had forſaken us,and ta. 
ken away from us as well our Spirits, as all probable 
means 
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means of recovery , and in contempt of us ſuffered 
ſuch baſe men to ride over our hea 

Bur if this be notenough to convince us, that our 
perſons, eſtates, and Jawes too were under a flave- 
ry,” Twiſh'that ye could meer withall or would find 
our and ask ſome of our brethren and fellow-ſub- 
jets who were bought and ſold as ſlaves, ( and 
that which was their lot might have paſſed by thar 
cxample to have become ours'as well as theirs) 
as them what was their condition'- but Cod knows 
now into what remote lands 1 fend you to ask 
chem, for I know it not-my ſelf. Ah!was there ever 
che like heard' amongſt Chriſtians > That a Chriſti- 
an and free-born perſon ſhould be bought and ſol.i 
againſt his will by another Chriſtian, and convey- 
ed againſt his will he knowes not whither > Though 
it be otdinary with the Twrks to buy and ſell {laves, 
as commonly as we buy Carell, yet to a free-born 
Muſulman ( as they call them) of their own pro- 
feſhon , I rhink ( if Ibe not miſtaken) that they of- 
fer not ſo vile an indignity. 

But were not our lives alſo brought under a mi- 
ſerable {lavery by that new invention which was 
conſecrated with the bloud of our late gracions So- 
veratgn > 'He like a-noble Prince choſe rather to 
become his/peoples Marryr , then that ſuch a Mon- 
ſer (if either his power or his death could have 
hindered ir ) ſhovld be brought in ro devour: his 
people” For he foreſaw, thatit muſt be ted')bver 
and anon with ſacrifices of ſome moſt noble or by- 
all bload; %asittharh been 'hicherro ever i{1nce t ye 


all know what'T mean, it is the pretended High 
H 2 Court 


 onsof the. Nathon to bea-relaxationo 
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Cont if Firſt ice, the | only. ſure - trap-.to-inlnare 
thoſe whom our great- Lords had deſtinated to 
deach, yer the conſeiences of indifferent - jury's 
( they feared.) would reſcue and. ſave; yca :{ it ie 
had bcen poſſible.) we muſt not have kept; ourirea- 
ſon br ſenſe free from {lavery :: we muſt. haye be- 
lieved the hisheſt Tyranny tohave been a glorious 
liberty ( as they were pleaſed ro 'call it) the- difor- 
derly confuſion of allthings-in the Church, tobe 
a bleſſtd Reformarion, #26 inlapportghle oppteſſi- 
our bucthens, 
the overſpreading ofhetcſies and blaſphemies to be 
glorious rayes bf new light; yea an univer{all tole- 
ration ro be the uſher;unto/Chriſts Monarchy , and 
a way to prepare him ſucha Throne in this Woxld, 
a5 he-neEver yet had, nor (we believe ) ever will : 
we muſt have believed (1 fay,) all theſe. things in 
deſpite of our reaſon and ſenſe , or at leaſt. _ 
heard allthis moſt jmpudently affirmed in. pubhick, 
wahſuch paticnt eats: and columenances,as might 
carry a ſhew of believing it ,/ which 'alone; were 
a Havery ill enough to an ingenuous and free Spi- 
rit, 
But ſome perhaps will ſay, Yeabutall this rpime 
we enjoyed afree liberty of Conſcience, avhich is 
worth all : many tender confcienced perſons were 
free from thoſe heavy burthens under which they 
once groaned : were we not happy,in that; in com- 
pou 6 -of which all other things are: bur. rr1- 
'O thet ir had been {0'! that we might bug have 
enjoyed that liberty without fiercer perſecutions on | 
10 
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fold; then thoſe wheteoFrien hererofore 'madelt 
fond complaints. Let''other men (if they pleaſe ) 


Mind their eyes, whoſe confciences perhaps are more 
render on the left frde, rheh onthe right, and have 
lirrle feeling on thar fide » hun for my part, if God 
| hath given mie any fenfe in my conſcience ( which 
I am affured of ) or atiy yes ofreaſon in my under- 
ſtandinz, there never was in my memory a time of 
lo little Liberty for conſciences really and knowing- 


ly tender, That indeed hath bech the ' ching very 


much cryed up - the very glorious Name of ir harh 
becn the th0j.8 horſe & bing in moſt of | our miſ- 
chiefs indifcoverably ; God forbid it ſhould continue 
or renew rherh, I hope after ſo mich experiencc of 
dir rime&s', there will by the ptadence pf aarhority, 
be a $ikinQtion 'made berwixe *Confciences know-' 
| indly render , and really or fimply render, and con- 
ſciences ſuperciliouſly, frowardly, wilfally , humo- 
roufly, or polirickly render. The devill may be in 
the will,” whenthe prevends to che gonlejente as his 


4 n : 


SanQuuary' ( as'z late Dili Wen 4 patronetO,.,,,,. 
t 


roughs Frenc- 


a 
render -cottfciences as any raan; h oreolleticly diſ- 


3 


covered : )* There ate Confciences' without doubt ©" cap, 6. 


or have but thic likely face offuch, who wanld not 
favour Whoſocver ſeeks roktop'n Con- 
ſcience himfelf, is alwaics charitably tendet of ano- 
ther mans,” Bat there hath appeatcd ſo little of this 
tchlerneſfe towards others , m many of rhoſe who 


have enjbyed their own [Liberrics freely ro do-and 
ſpeak "whatſpever 'rhey pleaſed,” rhat I have not 


ſaid t without cauſe', There never was a time of 
H 3 putting 


knowingly; really, fincerely tender. If any be ſuch, 


throughout, 


RO NE ome 
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putting harder and heavyer ,yoaks upon . conſciey- 


ces really render,thenthis time ofour late Caprivi- 


ty. What ſnares have been cunningly laid for them 
by Oaths, Proteſtations, Covenants, Engagement; 
8c? So much Sugar of fair words have been 1a them, 
and the Rars-banc ſo hidden andunſuſpeRed., that 
very few could diſcern it ,. untill ir afterwards ap- 
pearcd in the working - yet ſome men of tender 
conſcicnces, who eicher ſaw more,or had ſtronger. 
ſuſpicions ,, were without all pity ſtripped of their 
eſtates and livelyhood , becauſc they could not in 
conſcience ſwallow ſuch baits roundly, Such men, 
though of great knowledge and unblamable conver- 
ſarion,wcre not allowed by the charity of our times 
to have any;conſciences at all,bur only ſtomacks : So 
there was no liberty afforded to their conſciences, 
raking it firſt , as grantedthar, they had none :. Be- 
{ides what recall contraricties have thcre been ( or 
ar leaſt ſo ſceming,thar it might trouble, the heads 
and conſciences of wiſe and pious men to, reconcile 
chem ) in Proteſtations and Covenants impoſed, ar 
one time, and at; another time Engagements and 
Subſcriprions,if not plainly contrary oue to another, 
yet at leaſt not well agreeing with the tryeſt ſenſe 
and honeſkclt moaning of our former oaths of Alle- 
giance? Ar one time they binde vs in: a Solemn Cove- 
nant under an high penalty or dread of refuſing it; at 
another time , having ſhamefully broken it them- 
{clves,they ſleigh it as an old Almanack our of date 
and draw on others to.break ir, and ,are .mwch diſ- 
pleaſed withthoſe who could not, openly: hrogk ſuch 
a foul wounding of their Conſcience, Wyre eh 
then 
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thenthe times , that made ſo good proviſion for the 
libertie of render,conſciences > What ſhouldI ſpeak 
now of the many ſolemn daies of Thankſgivings im- 
poled upon us rlgrvar victories whercin the bloud 
of our dear brethren. was ſhed in'a Civill warre > 
How hard was it for fuch peaccable Spirits , wi:o 
never joyed in this war ,. nor durſt ever ſound a 
Trumpet to kindle or foment it, to farisfic them- 
ſelves1n conſcience, .that God would accept ſuch 
ayſcs, or. that they ſhould thercin offcr any other 
o the ſacrifice of fools > For thcy could noe flad- 
the leaſt example.gx warrantin Scripture.for ſolemn 
thanksgivings upon ſuch ſad occations 3 and mighr 
not be, ignorant , thar the very Heathens our of 
common principles of, reaſon and humanity had for- 
born their,triumphs and ſolemnitics of thank(givings 
for. the victorics of civill wzrs : I cannotbut remem- - 
ber one of thoſc thankſgiving daies above alche reſt, 
I can not now in particular call ro mind for what 
ſucceſs it was , only 1 am ccrrain ic was inthe.year 
1650, There was then a. day Of thankſgiving ap- 
pointed to be. kept upon rhar tatall black day in 
anuary, Whercin wwoyears before they: had: bar- 
darouſly murthered- our late graciow Soveraign, 
Could nat thoſe, men foreſce,> nay ,. did thcy nor 
foreſce it well cnough , how infinitely grievous ic 
would be to the grearcſt part of this Natzoy, to put 
ona face of joy upon ſuch a day which could nct. 
but renew, the remembrance of their yo rhe ſor- 
rows > What was this but to give galland vinegar 
to drink ( as the Jews once to: our Saviour in his 


paſſion ) unto many thouſand cruciied hearts > Yet 
as 
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xs if it had been a pſeafoyero"thetri -t0- triumph? 4 
their horrid fin, of as if they had'been ambirtous ts 
crampleupon the | conſciences of an heart-brokeh 
people , they appointed even this day fora ſolema 
Thankſgiving,which were marefirtobe kept for e: 
ver by this Nactonas a day of piiblick homilliaion 
( 25 ſtrictly asti.e day of attonementby the Fews ) 
both to appeaſe the wrath of God for that horrid 
tm', and to keep the mtmory thereof ih dereſtarion 
unto all generations,” Was this Bne'of *rheir rerider 
Teſpc&s ro the conſtientes 6f men's "Bir -may ? not 
that great City afford us 41 inftdhnce of the liberty 
that was indulged to render conſcicnees> an' in- 
flance, Which they and the whole -Xariv eeutd not 
buttake potice, of, when'thelf moſt honourable Of. 
ficer, the Lord' Mayor was not 'ohly piic'dut of his 


:.;. Place ( this had been fair and gentle )but impriſoned 


and(if I miſtake not)deeply fined(ar Jeaft indamma- 
cd many thouſand 'pounds ?) and all this for what? 
Orfly becauſe having nſed the beſt advice of Nivines 
(as I have heard') ro inform his confciente , and 
being willing to'ycild rwany rhing but the 'deeprio- 
lation of that with rjury , he 'coukt nor opt 


wich a command of theirs , Ecitry boun'by a 
mcr oath which ke conceived irtondiledble with 
their command : Butit VeJan now at Jength to ap- 
pear more clearly , what libetty of conſcience 
men rcally conſcientious were likely ro find under 
thoſe hypocritical grand Patrons { as' they  prexen- 
red) of ſuch Liberty. For ( asif they had notyer 
{vfficiently.tyrannized over rhe confciences of this 
poor Nation , nor involved it yet enough - in rhe 
| out 
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guilt ofexecrable perjury ) they had at laft contri- 
or eqn yr A yan » that could be found in 
the bottome of Hell , An oath of abjuration againſt 
the whole line of the Roy lf femme , with a deſign 
to leave no perſon in cither'in Church or ſtate 
or Armics, that ſhouldrefuſe it. But here God: was 
pteaſed to take off theſe Fehw's chariot wheeles, and 
out of his compaſſion tothe good 'Conſciences re- 
ining in this Nation ( wherein yet he had reſer- 
vedenandelf many ſeventhouſands ) ro bound the 
.proud wavesof their ambirious tyranny. For other- 
wiſe, what would this curſed oath have ſerved for> 
It would have been a pound, into which they wauld 
have driven and pended up all the good'conſciences 
in this Nation (as the Papiſts once by a plot drew in 
and ſhur up the moſt woble Proteſtants within the 
Gates of Paris, ) and then ( if it had been feiſible ) 
would have made a general maſſacre ofall the good 
Conſciences in this Kingdome ſo pent up ; a thing 
worſe then the: Pariſian Maſſacre, Thus was it an 
no better for. libertie' of conſcience. There were 
yoaks impoſed, and worſe prepared for the conſci- 


ences of this Nation , rhat mighr not only gall, but 


even ſtupific and dead them altogerher. And how 
could it be otherwiſe expected > Was it probable 
that men who had ſtupified their own conſciences 
by Perjurics, Regicide,and Sacriledge ſhould ever be 
tender over the conſciences of others,who had a per- 
fe& abhorrence of all ſuch horrid fins, howſoever 
they might ſeem to favour the inical tender- 
© of other conſciences , Who ſ{crupled not ar all 

a compliance with,and a flattery of chem in all theſe? 
I Bur 
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Bus there will come: a: day z/ whentin'in will 
Sar thre. 200d. confchence have 


as tncomputuble ): anger « nd 
py ; > yer in this o—_— a mthe day 


lation, of Chriſts;righteous: jadgment,. thas - rendey- 
acſle of canſence js not a gitace- peculiar ww thoſe 
oaly, who have Pharidaicalby clatmcw ro chemſelvys 
the name's. the Godly parry, and improprinted the 
konour of tender conlcitaces to: their! parry! 3. who 
neverthelels after they had-ſbrainedar guars cold e1- 
fil (wallow. Camels, whoygo ſaviate their own am- 
binon. and coverouſaeſs:, could: tack abour: to (ail 
with.cvery wind ,, and toenrich themſelves, could 
{moothly {wallow the Kings inherit ance;, the'Char- 
ches patrimony,, er any fidh.thas came ro. wer -- but: 
belongs to. hols as much or rather, whorhave with 


patience ſuffered. reproaches, perſccurions im 
ſonements.,. who have: taken: joyfully pro on 


of their.g1 goodignd were propared | (ibir hack been che 
pleaſure of God ) to tucrher, rather then” de- 
ſcrt.the principles. of the Protefhann Religior ,. and 
_ their own-cenſctences, uv betraying iv,. who 


have beenwell contend to-live in: mean: conditions; 
with contempt, yea; perhapswouldraches have bey- 
gd the ir bed Com door to-door,then havet row 
thoſe accurſed; things',. wherewiti: ſo: mary 
tender conſcienced: mth have: ſoawarmly 
fcather'dtheir neſts; 
Same men perhaps-will- be 'ready: to» rhink and 
ſay, No Th abeatalicbioonr afdea diſtens- 
rd paſſion of anger,ſpleen,; orrevengs;. Godftrr 
ls drhatl. ould bring ſuch unhallowed: palkonc ir 


tO 
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to this holy place. I rtrembleto do it, whatſoever 
others uncharitably may think or ſay, T have deli- 
ber ately calmed my ſpirit , and have ſpoken ( if 
mine own heart deceive me not ) with a. Spirit free 
from anger, envy, hatred, or WF, 1 defire to- 
wards any man living : Nor dolI defire to cxaſpe- 
rate your Spirits , which hear me azainſt any of 
thoſe who unwittingly or wirringly have been the, 
Authors of leading ys into this miſcrable flavery, 
no not againſt rhofe who have . ſtriven ro continue 
and increaſe it upon ys. If your ſpirits be inraged., 
again{Pmen ( chouzh for rheir wickedneſs ) how 
will ye come nigh thc Alcar of incenſe ro offer up. 
ro God your praiſes > Let them repent and find 
tmercy with God to forgive them , yea, if ir ſeem 
good, ter them find more mercy with men then 

cy have ſhewed , or were ready to ſhew to 0- 
thers. My true aim (as I told ou ar firſt ) was 0n- 

y to ſhew clearly, that for our high provoking ſins, 

the God of hegven had given up this our Zjox unto 

a miſcrable flavery : this was to lay a ground tha 
might make usmore ſenlible of his wonderful mer- 

cy 1n turning again the captivity of our Zi0» : and 

this to'raife up our hearrs unra g more lively, high- 
er, and Hheartiller ayſing of God for ſq great,in- 
valuable and wonderfall mercy. It was, that when 

I had prepared you to entertain a oe ſenſe of 

this great mercy of God , by looking back upon the 

miſery, out of which ir hath. delivered you , ye 
mighe this day bring an Abel offering , rhe” far and, 
be of your flock, the very marrow of all your af- 
fegions to be offered ro God in a ſacrifice of thanks- 
I 3 giving 
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iving. Thus have I done with the. firſt thing,which 
would have you tocon{ider rhis day 3. the. next 
1S-to canſider =o clearlythe hand of God hath ay- 
peared in turning again our caprivity, and how 
ſtrangely and uncxpecedly he hath wrought it, _ . 
but the great and our gracious God hath 
wrou2he all this for.us.> Inſtruments he hath. uſed 
divers , and of diverſe ſorts : but who bur himſelf 
hath raiſcd tk2mup ? who bur he hath managed and 
overruled them 2 who burhe hath bleſſed them with 
{o admirable a ſucceſs > Some. may be reckoned as 
* js inſtruments to bring about this wor k,whiahp were 
ſo ſtrange and unhandſome tools for ſucha buſineſs, 
that none but ſo great and ſo wiſc a workman as God 
could have made uſc of ſuch bad tools in ſo good a 
work.. For it ſeems clear enough ro my obſcrvati- 
on ( which ſome orhers perhaps will rake no notice 
of ) that God hath made uſe of many inſtruments , 
who never intended in the leaſt ro. {crve : him this 
way,but ſought more then any men on earth rohave 
withheld this mercy from us, which ( ifwe JoOk in- 
to it ) doth as clearly manifeft the hand of God , 
as any thing clſ{c in the whole ſeries of. this merciful 
provid ence : Iwill glance briefly at ſome prece- 
ding Providences which brought onwards this mer- 
cy inſcnſibly and indiſcoverably to us, that now in 
the up-ſhot are fit to be taken notice of,that we may 
the more admire the overruling power and wifdome 
of God,and praife him accordingly. 
Whcn th at firſt uſurper by extraordinary ſucceſ- 
ſes and deep policies had ſerled himſclf with ſome 
Lind of quictne(s in apowerof dominion over wh 


| and more,by drawi 
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far 1. higher : then.any of our Kings ever/ exercifed , 
and os pantera Ter" it his own thoughts and 
aimes). for.continaing it ſucceſſively in his own line, 
then God was pleaſed: ( before he had ſpun' out the 
whole-webbe: of- his: ' Murchiavilian| policies ) to 
callhimro'ar account in another world : - His' ve- 
ry Effzies kopt a ſtate over us, for a while, as if it 
had been like Alexanders tent, and as if this poor 
ſpirited N10 ſhould: ſtoop-to a painted puppet; 
His, ſon ſucceeds;a'perſon more innocent, lefs am- 
bicjous, whoſe danger aroſe more from the' envy 
of his Fgehers friends , then from the hatred of his 
enemies :- This man, thouglya young Phactongholds 
the rains more gently, cſpecially-upon the heads of 
the Royal party, having carryed before a ſhew of 
approving the Kings righr; more then his Fathers 
doings. - His common ſaying ( as is reported ) was,. 
that they. did himno harm, nor. would he doe 
them anyzif they would not diſquiet him, he would: 
not diſquict them : ' This! ; made that -party which 
was trueſt and fierceſt! for the- Kings- intereſt, ' to 
champkeſs upon the bridle, and' not: to foam fo 
much at the mouth againſthim,as againſt his bloo- 
dy hated Father,who. ſtill encreaſed his hatred more 
ſoofenagain and again much 
honoured __ OP _—_ This Hog | — in x 
way gratctull enough to -the people, and by ſome 
—_ flatterers had prepared himſelf a way to 
[- ne repuration:( which before he had not ) of 2 
r. pigus:-man's and: of ſingular ' parts.” He calts 
puny 2-Po liament fairly to be elc&ed accordiny 
»Law.:. and without any-other-defect, ſave in the 
| Authority; 
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King divery few-his Enemics. The prople 
crerally were ſofondatſerement,that they would 
bays _ quiezed' with, any, ſertlemenc, "wb 


ſtrangely _—_ fir hadbur carryed the namo 
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(hontw have beat falteſb to hinvY they? ro fidis cont 
mforeteen rains) put dowh Mebuvd fakdenty ,\vk6: 
reſigns as quietly } 15 iff i had been IMnt GG phe 
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mittion{Vy; rent fromvhin-by 'ocher ſiromy 'Tieves, 
Here began the fieſb divifion of che ArthVto Nee 
their, blowds one againſt another, 8 tH Welle nl hhiciy 
Pretoria power 2 Arftepehts was;thonb{y heves. iti 
rended(faveronby byrdivine providente) cGwairdoediar - 
ardar mercy of” God which we'hhve rowreaik' ed, 
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ſinga litlethe inſolence ofche-ſoukdiery, in bring- 
ing chemto an ement( ar leaſt formall } 
of a-ſuperiour power , -and keeping up ſome face 
of a civil Government. But - when the ambicious 
plotsof ſome Commanders were grown riper, and 
the Soulgicry; were mouldedto bear:no reſtraintsof 
their infolency , chough never ſo gentle and reato- 
nable, or fearing leſt theſe old beaten: Politicians 
ſhould our-wit them ,. and bring their power very 
low,then wich-qut any good manners at all they caſt 
out their late acknowledged: Maſters 'violent]y our 
of doorszyet their diſſolution was not withaur: a (c- 
cond rupture and breach in the Army greater then 
the fo rmer ; another ep tending to break the de- 
ſigns and weaken the: power of his: Majefties. ene- 
mies, and to 'make:'his way of entrance: into his 
right more ealy. Now ſprings up a new . Name 
and hing of Tyranny like Dawiels fourth beaſt with 
iron. teeth, ; more: dreadfull and terrible then all rhe 
former, a meer armed power calling it ſelf a Com- 
mittee of Safety , aſſuming to it ſelf an authority to 
repeal: Acts of Parliament ,- to exat monies by 
their own decrees, and to contrive a new Govern- 
ment ( yet unborn. ).and likely tobe ſtifled by ſo 
many unſkilfyll and diſagreeing Midwives, in the 
birth) which yer the Nerien muſt, wait: for, and 

though it proved but a Moon-calf, muſt own. as ſent 

them by Jeſus Chriſt, For nothing butt his Monar- 
chie was-now boldly cryed up., How did ;the whole 
Nation tremble in expeQationi of the. birth ; of. this 

Monſtex? ant now they begavy to. lift up their hands. | 

and hearts unto God more earneſtly then cver for 
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a deliverer,and to turn their eyes more then ever to- 
wards him whom they longed to ſee For they could 
hope of no other deliverer as ſent of God, bur only 
his gracious Majeſty whom God hath now ſent:they 
then ( who had been blindeſt before ) could eafily 
foreſee that this dreadfull Monſter would not only 
fcece them or flea off their skins, but break all the 
ribs of our ancient Governmentghart were yet lett 
untouched, God raiſerh up in his Providence a pow - 
cr to prevent the birth of-cthis Moxſter, and yer thar 
power ng friend atall to his Majeſties intereſt, yet | 
bya third divilion tin the Army they gave a fair 
wayto givc it a necrer acceſs: Thele late extruded 
Members being much and juſtly inraged with a ſc- 
cond extruſion more diſgracctull then their firſt , 
riſe up with all thcir power and. policies ( being 
conſiderable for. both ) againſt their old Servants an 

new Maſters, andto {trengthen themſclves follicite 
(as was reported commonly ) or command Geye- 
rall Monck to March out of Scotland with his Army 
torhcir aid z He ( good man ) whether willing 
to ſcrve any Maſters againſt ſo dreadtull a Monſter, 
or having then an honeſt intent in his boſome ro ſerve 
his bleeding Native Country more then them , 0- 


| beysand marches. Here begins the Comedy , unto 


which all the. forcſaid tragicall Actors and afi- 
ons ( by a ſtrange providence of God ) have been 
the Prologue (or ar leaſt have builr the ſtage tor it) 
which now God hath cloſed with ſo happy an E- 
pilogue , that this overjoyed Nation have made the 
Eccho of their p/audite ring all the World over. 
Had not theſe tragicall quarrels preceded, how 
W425 
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was it probable that ever yet for many years ſuch a 
Comical cf rejoycing ſhovld have befallen this 
poor Nations, Bur who wrought all this while for 
us in this ſtrange way > Was it not he,who, as Job 
ſaith , diſap; ornteth the deviſes of the crafty, ſoe that 
their hands cannot perform their enterpriſe, 
who raketh the wiſe in their craftineſſe ; and 
the Counſcll of the froward is carrycd hcad- 
long. 

Now God was pleaſed to have the Comedic bc- 
gin. General Monk according to order a5; op his 
march. How extraordinarily doth God by his pro- 
vidence ſmooth all the way for him, not to mcet 
with any the leaſt rub ! as if God had faidto him as 
he did once to Moſes, Behold mine Angell ſhall zo 
before th e, An Army thar lay to oppoſc kim much 
ſtronger and better appointed then his ( as knowing 
men report ) melts away as dew before the ſun 
( we know not how ) and are ſcattered like ſtubble 
before the wind, He cometh without the leaſt op- 
poſition unto our great Metropolis the famous City, 
with the greateſt Courtings, Acclamartions , and 
honourable Addreſſes from the whole Nation that 
ever were made to any Subje&, Bur yer till that 
great City and this poor Nation with her (who could 
not bur run oneand the ſame fortune) ſtood wa- 
vcring berwixt hope and fear, like a poor Pritoner 
atthe Bar, when the lips of the Fudge arc ope- 
ning to pronounce his ſentence, but he knows not 
whether of life or death. His firft aRtings ſtrike ſuch 
adcep impreſſion of fear and horrour into the City, 
and the whole Nation;that ofall the ſad daics that 


CVCT 


Potiva Tabula. 


ever befell us ſince theſe unhappy diviſions,that(ex- 
cept one ) was the ſaddeſt, How were the faces 
of men overſ{pread with paleneſs > their countenan- 
ces dejefed > and had not anger and indignation 
azainſt rhe Actor(buteſpecially againſtthe Authors 
rIpry. ſuch adeſpitefi att ) kept np their 
Spirits with ſome fire in them , they were almoſt 
extin& with cold deſpair. But this ſure was but to 
iveus a taſte of what odious commands proceed 
vi tyrannicall Uſurpers,and what more might be 
expeced,unleſs we would lay down our necks gent-, 
ly to rake their yoak > or if there were any thing of 
his own in it, it wasbur his policy to indcar his 
furure aings,and make them more renowned and 
acceptable. For he ſpecdily comforts the diſconſo- 
late City by a ſweet and cordial cloling with their 
honeſt [Arr and intereſt - he gives u3 Within a 
few daies a beginning of life by reſtoring ſome 
ſounder and skilfuller Phyſicians to heal the wounds 
of this Nation, which the other cither could nor ,or 
would nor doe - By theſe the lower ſtory of our an- 
tient formof Government (/ if I may call it. fo 
without offen(c) is in a ſhort time fairly and com- 
pletely builc up, then the upper ſtory ( whoſe ma- 
terials lay all ready framed) 1s quickly added,and by 
this the Hcead-ſtone is brought forth with (houtings, 
and we all cry, Grace, Grace nnto it, Bur who | hath 
wrought all theſe things for us, but that greatand 
Gracious God of Heaven who only doth marvel- 
low things? _ 
| For if there were a\{park. of ſuch.a Noble, hone 
loyall intention, lying hid, in the breaſt of che prelcnc 
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General ( as ſome ſuppoſe, ) ever ſince he was cap. 
tivated in the ſervice of his old Royal Maſter, and 
neceſſirated after that to ſerve other Maſters , yet 
who but the God of heaven could have preſerved 
that ſpark, when ſo many temprations like moun- 
tains of wet aſhes have been ſince then caſt upon ir 
ro quench ir > Or who but the wiſe God could have 
enducd him with ſo much wiſdome to keep it alive 
undiſcovered > which if ir had been, they who 
could not perhaps have quenched it , would have 
quenched him and his power of bringing it thus to, 
I1zht > Or howſoever, who bur the great diſpoſcr 
of all things di d put into his hand fo hay an op- 
portunity to make uſe of it? VVho bur God by ſuch 
a ſpark could have kindled ſuch flames of joy all over 
this King dome > So that we mult ar length give the 
whole praiſe of bringing back the Caprivity of our 
Zion ; to the Lord and him alone. Yer this doth 
notlace ys ſo ſtrait, bur that we may pay ſome 
due thanks to all whom” God hath' been pleaſed 
-to:uſe as his inſtruments in this work ;and we will 
thank them this day.' We will thank our Noble Ge- 
xerall for his tender care over the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, for which he mighr eaſily ſeca graye prepared 
by the aſpiring bold Phawatiques, we will thank him 
for his compaſſion to his bleeding Country reatly to 
draw the laſt breath of her dying liberty "be his loy- 
alty to our Graciows Soveraign,and for his» ſweet, a- 
micable,ingenuous cloſing withthar Roya? Crry,when 
ſhe ſate in the duſt, and (if reports carry truch) was 
thieatned tobe-tmrned into aſhes : we will thank 
the worthy Citizens for their wiſdbme,loyalty,ftout 
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courage, and readineſs toexpend their treaſure, yea 
(if need had bcen ) their blood to redeem them- 
ſelves andthe reſt of this poor Nation from flavery: 
we will thank all thoſe noble Lords and Gentlemen 
throughout the Nations, who unanimouſly prefer- 
red their 'honeſt, juſt, rational and ſtout Declarati- 
ONSOT ane 7 hay os thcir perſons to Priſon, 
and their Eſtates ro Sequelſtrarions { for under that 
Tyranny we were then, that the fayreſt delires of be- 
ing healed were judgedthe moſt | ngravas"; diſcaſc) 
rather then fit ſtill in filence and ſee their Countrics 
libertic and happineſs periſh, We will thank our 
Repreſentatives in the Honourable houſe of Commons, 
va all the Noble Peers for all that hath been done by 
them to turn again ſpeedily the captivity of our Z7- 
00; but we will bleſs , we will bleſs, we will bleſs 
thee,O Lord,and ſing prayſcs tothy name, who haſt 
wrought in them all , and by them all, and more 
then all, ro turn again the Captivity of our Zion. 
And truly here I have a good mindto ſpeak a {ca- 
ſonable word toour old Maſters , and their ſoothing 
flatterers , which have boaſtcd a long time fo high- 
ly of their ſuccesfull Providences , wherewith God 
owned ( as they were plcaſcd to ſay.) the jultneſs of 
their cauſe, and the righteouſneſſe oftheir waycs, as 
if, God. in theſc laſt daies had given men. a new rule 
to meaſure the righteouſneſs of ations by the Events 
and ſucceſſes of Providence, as if theſe being calt in- 
$othe ſcale ſhould oneweigh the clear rule of his ſa- 
fred Word, Hearken unto me a little calmly and pati- 
ently, ye pleaders and boaſters of ſuch former Provi- 
dences ( for with mine ownears I have heard this 
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aroument preſſed by ſome who are leaders of Difci- 
after them, and reckoned themſelves paſtours of 
Churches ) hearken unto me ( I ſay ) For defireto 
confronty our Providences ſo long boaſted of, with 
chis late providence wherein the hand of God hath fo 
manifeſtly appeared : I am nor now half ſo angry 
with your deccirfull argument from Providences, as 
1 formerly have been. For though I ſtill think, as ] 
alwayes thought, thar it fought againſt the honour of 
God in his revealed truth, yer Iam now perſwaded, 
that it hath wrought much for the good of this Nati- 
0n : For God hath been provoked thereby to vindi- 
cate the honour of his Providences the ſooner. Surely 
it was notthis Natriens unfeigned repentance of their 
ſins, bur rather your high provocations of his juſtice, 
that hath inclined God to ſhew this great mercy to us 
in way of puniſhment to you. Though that great 
God ſaw our repentance to be too little , yet he ſaw 
the gloryings of thoſe whom he had uſed as his rod 
to be too high, andrherefore for his own names ſake, 
not for ours,he hath wrought this ſtrange turn, to 
vindicatc his own honour in his providences , that hc 
might no longer be thought a patronizcr of curſcd 
villanies vayled with Hypocrifie, 

I will allow = the glory of all thoſe fucceſsfull 
providenccs to the heighr,as they have ' been fer forth 
ro the world in any declaration , with all the painted 
beauty of admirablencſs which hath becn ' put-u 
them , exceeding (I fear ) ſometimes "9 nated 
truth, I will allow all things thar have fallen out ſuc: 
cesfully that way, 'cicher for great vitories,or ftrange 
diſcoveries of dangerous plots, to have been the' pro- 
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vidences of Gods bleſſing them in their way (if it may 
be called a bleſſing roprofper in ſinſull waies and run 
on unpuniſhed ) yea further I will acknowledge them 
all ro have been juſt providences, and lye as low as 
the duſt under the hand of God in them ( 1 mean juſt 
providences of his judgment ro punith a ſinful, ingrate- 
tul, murmurins, perverſe, rebellious, riotous, hypocri- 
ticall, athieſticall Nation , altogether unworthy of the 
ercat bleſſings of God fo freely beſtowed and fo lons 
continued to them ) to puniſh them ( I ſay ) and laith 
them with a ſcourge made of their own fins, pride , 
wantonneſs,blindnefs,faQions, zeal, cunning hypocry- 
fic, &c. They were I confeſs providences of judzment, 
wherein the hand of God is to be owned as vilible. Bur 
as works of judgment arc alienum opus,a kind of itrange 
work to God, not ſopleaſing to his infinieely gracious 
Nacure ( like the drudgcry work of his houſcthold to 
ſcour away the filth thereof ) ſo God uſually purs 
that work upon wicszed men to do : yet ſo juſt a Maſter 
is God, that he will pay even thoſe ſcrvants which do 
his drudgery work a reward and wages thot will beſt 
pleaſe them. Nebuchaduezzar King of Babylon ( ſaith 
God ) cauſed his Army to ſerve a grea* ſervice againſt 
Tyrus : cvery head-was made bald , and every tſhoul- 
der was pecled , yet had he:no wages, nor his Army 
for Tyr , for the ſervice that he ſerved. againſt ir. 
Thercfore (faith the Lord God ) Behold, L will give 
the Land of Egypt unto Nebuchadnezzar King Of Ba- 
bylon., and he ſhall take her multitude, and take hcr 
ſpoyl, and rake her prey,and it(hallbe the wages, tor 
his Army. Thus the/juſt God rakes care. to pay. wa- 
2G to the wickedeſt ones that ſcrve him in the execu- 
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tion of his juſt judgment , and our Saviour tells us 
that even Hypocrites habent mercedem ſuam , They 
have their reward, Bur to execute ſuch providen- 
ces ofhis judgment God uſually imploys only wicked 
men and thcir wickedneſs. A [eroboam is the fitteſt 
ro puniſhthe ſins of a Solomon and the 1ſraclites, 
25 wicked a wretch as ever lived, who had lived in 
baniſhment for his rebcllious ſpirit in the dayes of 
Solomon, whole Athciltical policy to ſecure himſelf, 
made no bones to overthrow all the truc worſhipof 
God in T1ſrael,under an hypocritical pretence of ea- 
ſing the people,who (contrary to Gods expreſs or- 
der ) made Prieſts of the loweſt of the people, even 
any whoſe proſtitute baſcneſs would beſt ferve his 
deligns : and yet he had his reward, to reign in - 
raert anddye in peace, and his Son after him for 
a while, Bur after that God had payed him his full 
wages for his firſt ſervice, he made haſte to pay him 
in his Poſteriry the due wages alſo for his horrible 
ſins. So God to exccute his judgments upon Ahab, 
cauſcth a furious bloody Fehu ro be anointed , as fir 
an inſtrument as any , who 'muſt' have the heads 
of 750 Children of the King brought him for a mor- 
ning preſent 3 yet God gave him his reward , yca 
expreſsly ( and as it were a bill of his hand for 
che ſure payment of it ) my thou haſt done well 
in executing that which is right in mine «ys, and 
haſt done unto the _ of Ahab according to all 
that was in mine heart, thy Childres to the 


> King. 12.30, Fourth Generation ſhall ſit upon the Throne of 1rael : 


yet ſo far was God from approving Fehs and his 
doings{ ſaveonlyashe ſerved him in the execution 
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of a judicial ſentence ) that he threatned afterwards 
ſeriry » for thar very 


his vengeamee upon his po! 
thing ſo far? as it was. the: wicked a& of Febs - 


Tet alittle while and I will avenge the bloud of Jeſ- Hoſca 1; 4. | 


reel #pox the hoxſe of Jehu : : They will,I hope here- 
after glory no more in their wonderfull {ucceſſes 
and art fruits reaped by them. They were the 
Wages which God payed to wicked men for cxe- 
cuting a juſt judgmentupon a ſinfull, perverſe,rebel- 
lous Nation , not Argumentsthat God owned the 
righteouſneſſe of their cautfe, For our Gracious 
God being impatient , that his dark ae ray 
{hould be abuſed ro the impeachment of his ſacred 
truth clearly revealed , hath pur an end to all ſuch 
vain gloryings. He hath defearcd all thoſe forego- 
ing providences of judgment , by a clear glorious 
providence of his mercy in bringing back our Royal 
Soveraign wonderfully to his throne in peace, and 
thereby very w—_—_ and unexpeRedly turning a- 
gain the Captivity of our Zion, And this is that 
which I would have you all ſtand a while gazing up- 
on, to compare this providence, with thoſe former- 
ly of judgment, wherein thcy boaſted fo much 'of 
the viſible hand of God, that ye may ſee how clear- 
ly the hand of divine mercy is to be ſeen in this pro- 
vidence more then in the other. There were many 
ſteps laid for rhis providence to advance it felt up- 
on ( as before I have h inted ) by wicked men, bur 
all againſt their wills , and utterly contrary to 

their purpoſes. 
For had not the great Commanders of the Army, 
driving on ambitious and pane plots of rheir 
own , 
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own. pulled Richard out of che ſaddle, and then by 

their diviſions and heare-burnings beginning there 
aker that by an hyporricall reviving of the good old 
Cauſe, and then by quarrelling quickly their old and 
new Maſters , and Senſiiog them out of doors, and 
they again to revenge themſelves calling up Gepe- 
rall Monk by ab a of theit own , had not they (1 
ſay ) layed ſome foundations for this great mercy 
which God hath now wrought for us, 1 believe 
might bave been much further from us ar this day, 
Now wherein is the hand of divine providence and 
mercy more clcerly ſeen, then when he cauſcth the 
greatcſt enemies in the world unto that work which 
he intendeth , to build the Rage unawares and be- 
ſidestheir intentions , upon which he will bring in 
then other Actors, that ſhall ſerve him wictingly 
and freely ih his own way to do his own work ? 
VWhercin, Iſay , doth the hand of God more clear- 
ly appear, then in taking the wiſe in their own craf- 
tineſs, andin carrying the counſails of the froward 
hcadlong » Thus far the hand of God appearcth 
wonderfull in this mercy,in that he wrought by its 
ron cſt enemies to open agate, at which he might 
ring in his worthy inſtruments to doe his work. 
And when Godonce begins to imploy them, we 
ſhall-not find them, any of them to tread the leaſt 
ſtep awry our of Gods way to bring it about, but to 
do all in the way of religion, of reaſon, and of the 
known Lawes of our Natien ; which is a thing 
worth the taking notice of , and gives us a fairer 
proſped of the gracious hand of God.in this his won- 
derfall wark 'of mercy:For to begin with the grand 
inſtrument 
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inſtrumene whom it pleaſed God w uſe in this buſt- 
neſs, the wiſe and noble Gemerall Monk : Though ma- 
ny have been forward enough to caſt their aſperſi- 
ons upon him ( who themſelves have been morc 
rfidious then any Jew ) as ifhe had played faſt 'and 
fooſe intherruſt which he had taken upon him, and 
bargreaty Maſters : If all whatſoever they ſay ten« 
din way be not utterly falſe both for matter 
and form, yet Lthink it may be made as clear as the 
Sun that the General, in that which he hath done , 
complying with his dear Countries, and our graci- 
ous Soveraigns intereſt, (andindeed with the inte- 
reſt of the Proteſtant Religions (afery ) hath done no 
more then what the conſcience of a true , upright 
Chriſtian and of a ſincere honeſt man ſtrictly bound 
him co. For ſuppoſe his Commiſſion received from 
them ( as ſome ſay ) was expired, then his tye of re- 
lation wasat an end, and there'is noſhew ar all of 
any breach of truſt : but ſuppoſe it were nor, yer 
the odiouſneſs of their laſt command which he pun- 


Qually obeyed, and an utter abhorrence'to obey a- 


ny more ſuch, or worſe, (which he had reaſon «- 
nough to expe would be pur upon him ) was e- 
nough to diſcharge him from obeying ſuch wicked 
Maſters Bn 5 oh Beſides,whar bond is ſo ſtrict 
as that wherein every honeſt man 15tyed ro his na- 
tive Countrey, unleſs it be our bond to the grear 
God, who is indeed above all > Now he being ( as 
we all.conceive or ought in reaſons and charity ro 
conceive ) a wiſe and honeſt Gentleman, could not 
but (ce then, that his Country lay a bleeding, and 
that the Proteſtant Ries wasat the very pirs brink, 
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or elſe his eye-ſight differed from almoſt all the wile, 
noble, and honeſt Gentlemen andothers in the Na- 
ton : Though I ſhould ſay nothing now of his an- 
cient bond of loyalty and fidelity to his juſt and law- 
full Soveraign,a far ſtricter bond then any wherein 
he couldbe tryed to his then ſuppoſed Maſters : yet 
ſhould any wiſc or conſcientious Chriſtian prefer 
the rye of abond ( if any ſuch there were ) unto a 
few men, who had nolawful power to bind him (bur 
ſuppoſe ir never ſo lawful ) befor e his bond to his 
dear Country , the true Religion eſtabliſhed in ir, 
tohis undoubted lawful Soveratgn (though an exile ) 
and before the g neral crycs of a whole Nation in 
cxtream diſtreſs, holding up their hands all ro him, 
to tmplore his help > I do not ſpeak 'all or any of 
this, barely aiming at the juſtification of the Noble 
General , | am not fo low ſpirited in my miniſtra- 
tions to God to look no higher then men. He I know 
needs not my juſtification, he hath the approbacion of 
the whole Nation to juſtifie him, yea and ( 1 doubt 
not) ſomething beyond all that, a good teſtimony 
from his own conſcience. May he find a ſutable re- 
ward both on earth and in heaven for that good ſer- 
vice done to Religion and his Countrey : but my 
aim in this is higher,to clear Gods providence in 
the choyce of his inſtruments, and in his guidance 
of them to walk in an even path, as he uſeth ro doe 
when he will work a great work of mercy ; Itisto 
ſhew that when God was pleaſed to ſet his own ac- 
tors upon the ſtage, there is not to be found in them 
the leaſt _—_— trom the path of Religion, reaſon, 
order and law , which undoubtedly are the wayes 
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of God.. Next for the many addreſſes made by this 
Nation ( which were ſome great helps tothe mid- 


| wifery of this happy iſſue ) whether they were made 


to General Monk,the Speaker of the Houſe,or the Ci- 
17, what were they bur the diftates of Noble, wiſe 
religious, rational and peaceable men , ſecking the 
beſt way imaginable, and che moſt orderly to heal a 
poor broken divided Nation > and though ir were 
withcutall reaſon or conſcience extremeill reſented, 
yet they were reſolved rather to incurre the ditplca- 


ſure of ſome perſons then powetfull and dreadfull, . 


then to ſir ſtil ſilently with a finger ſealing thcis lips, 
and ſcerhcir Countrey miſcrably ſhipwrackt? Next 


} for the Reſolutions of the City oppoling with very 


etcathazard to their Perſons and Eſtates the illegal 


| raxes , leſt by their example they might lead on 
| others to a cowardly betraying of their Countrcy, , 
{ what were thcy but the adviſcd Counſels and ' well- 


grounded reſolutions of wiſc and pious men, having 


} aneye to the publick welfarc of their Countrey ? up- 
on what elſe ran all the defires of the whole Nation 


Bas 14 


* butupon a full and free Parliament (which yer they | 
> ſought not tumultuouſly , but peaceably and order- 
2 ly )a thing ſure very lawfull borh before God and 
; men for them todefire, ſeeing their reaſon and ſenſe - 


| told chem plainly , rhat for want of ſuch an aſſcm- 


© bly our miſeries andunſertledneſs did increaſe dai- | 
| ly more.and more , and that this only under God | 


| was the moſt likely means to heal and ſcttle us? 


Z deſires in an orderly way, Our cleQions have been 


fairly made according to our Laws, .Our Parlia- - 
| L 3 melt ( 


Well, God inhis mercies at laſt granted us our 
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ment by the bleſſing of God, { conſiſting as off of 
of all her noble and worthy Members) are me i; 

eace,and fit in all honourable }freedome ( which 
Farh not been for many. years) without the leaſt aw 
of military force or popular tumults, They wit, 

reat unanimity and incexpreſſible joy have calte 
_ our lawfull and juſt Soveraigy, and he is come 
in with ſafety and peace (God be bleſſed for ove 
for it ) to reign over us and rule according to ou 
known and exce!lent Laws, to the extraordinary 
comfort and joy ofthe whole Nation, In all thi 
whoſe ſcries of providences here have been no tu- 
mults or uproars of vulgar unruly people, bur the 
orderly motions ofthe moſt wiſe, ſober, and noble: 
here hath been no confuſed noyſe of axes and hany 
mers about this building , no garments rolled in 
bloud, no arms offenſive or defenſive, (but only in 
the way of ſuppreſſion of a few deſperate male-car- 
rents) no not{ſo much as any faQions, or fidings, or 
hot conteſts in counſels, All hath been carryed FL 
if God had thought fit to ſhew himſelf to this Nati 


on, as he didonce to Elijah,in a ſoft ſtill voice, We Þ 
hear not ſo much as a Dog to move his tongue a iÞ 


ainſt it, or if any ſhall, he is worthy of a dops 

cathy, though mercy may think fit to ſpare him, 
Here is, (O ye that uſed toboaſt of providences ) 
here is a providence - ye that marvailed why the 
eycs ofmalignants (as they were moſt uncharitably 
called) werenor opened with ſo many providence 
co {cethe juſtneſs of your cauſe ; Will nor this open 
your eyes > Will not this juſtifie our gracious Kings 
right to his hereditary Throne > We truly that mea- 


(ure 
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ſurerhings not (o much by providences which are 
various and unſearchable , but by principles and 
ruks which are fixed and certainly known, are led 
; more (etled rule to emp. it by the laws 

our Nation agreeable to the word of God, and 
contrived with excellent wiſdome : yet we heartily 
praiſe God, that his hand hath ſo wonderfully ap- 
peared in this providence of mercy, to defeat all the 
old Arguments wherewith weak people formerly 
were blinded , and to make us and the whole world 
ſee, thatit is he who hath brought our gracious 
King with ſo much honour and peace to his Threne, 
and he who hath turncd again the Capiivity of our 
Zles, Andrthis is the ſecond thing which 1 would 
have you conſider , thatir is the Lord, who hath 

ently, wonderfully, and unexpectedly wrought 

Tr work of mercy for us. 

Now che laſt thing whichT have to move you in, ,; pplic.” 
s,that you would not only rejoyce in this grear y 
work of mercy witha naturall or common joy , nor 
only with your mouths filled with laughter , bur 
with a more religious and ſpirituall rejoycing. Ler 


| your tongues be filled with ſinging : ye have had 
| many dayes of rhe firſt rejoycing already fo highly 


expreſſed, that never was the like ( I chink) ſeen in 


| this Nation, nor the like cauſe, Though thisbe com- 
{ mendable ſo far as it expreſſeth = loyall affeRi- 


ons to your Soverazen, Yet inall this ye are bur as tivſca 10. 1. 


| empty vines bringing forth fruit to your ſelves. There 
{ is little or nofruit to Godin all this. Now therefore 
, ſhew your ſelves to be fruicfull vines br 


mging forth 
truit to God + Let:your hearts be runed GT 


rOnNgues 
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rongues filled with ſinging forth due praiſesto God: 
And me thinks as the babe ſprang in the womb of 
Eli #beth,when ſhe heard the ſalutation of the mo- 
ther of our Lord, ſo your hearts ſhould ſpring up 
into your tongues to celebrate the praiſes of God 


- with all that 15 within you, becauſe our graciow 


King is come to ſalute this Land, and is ariſen to 
us as 4 Sun with healing in his wings meek, to heal all 
the breaches of this Nation, Iam very ſhy of apply- 
ing any places of Scripture ( though bot by way of 
mcer alluſion ) ſo as it might carry the leaſt ſhew 
of flattcry ro mcn,or of blaſphemy againſt Chriſt, 
yct the words of the Prophet Zachary are ſo fit for 
my purpoſe,that I think I may ſafely with a little 
change make uſe of ſome ofthem. Rejoyce greath, 
Zion, ſhout O Daughter of Jeruſalem 8c. Rejoyt 
greatly O Englard , ſhout O thou great Metropolis of 
England: Behold thy King cometh wnto thee : hei; 
juſt and having ſalvation, he brings temporall ſalva- 
tion with him : he is lowly and meek, admirably 
tcmper'd with the ſweet graces of meekneſs,clemen- 
cy, and royal forgiveneſs, he hath drawn a line of 
Royal and Chriſtian vertuesby the Copy of Chriſt 
his Saviour. Bur let your rejoycing be in the Lord 
and to the Lord. 0 ſing unto bin a new ſong for ht 
hath done marvellons things. Bleſs his name, ſho 
forth bis ſalvation from day to | day. But oh do no 
ſtain the Joy of this day with that which may give 
offencetq the author of this mercy,or ſcandal to the 
pious conſorts in your joy,or refle& with ſorrow up- 
on the King the object of your joy,or may cauſe for- 
row to your ſelves hereafter, Should ye egues hy 
. publick 
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__ joy of Chriſtians to the publick diſgrace Sicrive ex9:i- 

h of your joy and of your Chriſtianity > Are 7" Pblicum 

thoſe things ſeemingly on the Solkemn days , which pun, £7. 
are neicher ſecmly nor lawfull on any days>Take the © +Heccine ſo- 
Cup of Salvation and give thanks to the name"of the wangs ng 
Lord:burt do not take thoſe Cups which have pro- m«# deenr 7 
ved Cups of damnation to thouſands. Be mor drunk | © in apo 
with wine wherein i exceſſe,bus be filled with the Spi- tphcr, 

rit,' ſpeaking to your ſelves in Pſalms and Hymns and 5 18, 15. 
ſpiritnall Songs. making melody in your heart to the 

Lord, This would even vex the poor ſoul of me, 

who have been your minſtrel this day to pipe to you 

this dance of rejoycing, If ye either fear God,or ho- 

nour the King,let not your rcjoycing in this mercy 

be ſoiled with rhe leaſt durt ofdrunkenneſsor imcm- 

perance.I beſeech you have a care to ſtop the mouths 

of SefFaries and Schiſmaticks(none of our Kings beſt 

friends ) who begin to murrer _—_ themſelves and 

to others , that rhe King hath many drinking friends, 

but few praying friends, or God-prayling friends. 

For the love of God, for the love of our King, for 

the love of our Countrey,for the love of your own 

ſouls, & for the honour of our Religion, wipe away 

this blemiſh. O conſider ſadly ,what was objefted fo 

lately, and God knows how truly,that the diforder- | 

ly rudeneſs, profane oaths, drunkenneſs, and ſcan- | 

Low debauchedneſs of many of thoſe who were 

imbarqued in the ſame botrome with his late Majeſty 

of blefled memory, ir was that they ſay , that ſhip- 

wrackt the veſſcl and ſunk, the Pilot. It was ſure 

for our ſins.not for his own,that he was ſo ſmitten. 


{cnd 


Phil, 4. 4. 
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ſcnd.us another Pilot, preſerved. wonderfully both 
in body and, ſoul from the malice of men and de- 
vils, and reſtored ro us by ſuch a. providence of 
mercy,as we could never have hoped. for or dea- 
med of ; who hath been preſcrved ſo,asif God. had 
hid hina ſecretly. in his . Tabernaule, and: brooded 
him under his own wings : and is brought home to 
us as if he had, been carryed uponthe wings of.ſame 
Angels.of. peace and\ joy, : now- God hachgiven us 
kim the delireof our.ſouls, the delight of aur eyes, 
the joy of our hearts, and.the crown of our rejoy- 
cing , God forbid, that ever our (ins,- efpecially the 


1ins of his friends who heartily love and rejoyce in 


him,ſhould evcr hazard him to-any; new S,. Of 
grieve his. heart, or occaſion the leaſh ward ( | 
never ſo unjuſtly )to be liſped to his diſhonqur. God I 
forbid that our diſorders ſhould chill the fpirits of 
Loyalty.in any heart, or cauſe ſuch frowns of hea- 
ven ever to cloudthis Nation again,as we: have lacs 

ly been under, But whileſt I am-carryed wich: acau- 
tious zeal,, to prevent,and quench all finfull rej 

cing, I have almoſt forgot my-dire& aim to blow 
up and kindle the flames of religious. rejoycing, and 
now I muſt not ſay much becauſe the Caverfou.hour © 
is come and paſt a good while, Ina: word therefore 
and. that of the Apoſiles, Rejoice inthe: Lord) almuics. Þ 
brethren,and again I ſay,Rejoice. 

Rejoyce, burlet it be:inthe: Lard,and: fo rejoyce,, 
not only ar this preſent time, or-once, but.agaid; and: | 
again, natonly. with a, ſhoxr.. blaze ,, bur: alwaics' © 

ox. this. mcrcy I hape-will: afford! fewol, for your! | 
rejoycing tomake it a:daily,and, cankant rejoycng), 


fewel 
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fewell renewed like the oyl in the cruſe, and the 


, mealinthe barrel. Ler your hearts rejoyce in this 
+ mercy of God, and all that is within you bleſs his 


name for ir , Ler your —_—_ utter your joy, and 
ſing forth the praiſes of God with thankſgiving ; 
Grave it _ the palms of your hands, that when 
ye ſhall lifrup your hands in rhe SanQuary, God 
may ſec it engraven there,as a mercy which ye will 
never forget. Praiſe God for ir inthe cloſet of your 
hearts with inward ejaculations, Praiſe him at thc 
door of your Tabernacles, let your tou there 
bring forth and ſer forththe abundance which is in 
your Hearts. Praiſe him upon the houſe wp, pro- 
claim his praiſes in Zon, ſo asthey may eccho to all 
the Nations round about, and that it may be ſaid a- 
mongft them, The Lord hath done great things for 
England wherein ſhe rej _ Let your beats praiſc 
him, ſet your lips praiſe him, let: your lives praiſe 
him. Praiſed be thou,O great and gracious Cod,for 


ever and ever. Blaſing hononr, glory, and power be Revel 5/11) 


unto hins , that ſuteth upon the throne , and wnts rhe 
lamb for ever and ever, Amen. 


I think it very fit to cloſe the work of this day 
with.a Plalm or Hymn of praiſe , yet am I not am- 
birious tobe the author or compoſer of it, as ſome 
of our ſingular new-fangled teachers affe& , that 
they may be reckoned as 4ſaphs intheir Congrega- 
tions, Holy David that ſweet finger of Iſrael hath 
furniſhed 6 Church of Chriſt turficiently for all 
par ſes,and I ſhall only commend to you the 75 

to be ſung with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord, M 2 Plal. 
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1nto thee (God) will we give thanks , 
We will give thanks to thee &c, 


The Thanksgiving aft r the Pſalm. 


E E praiſe thee O God, we acknowledge 
wW thee to be the Lord; All the carth doth 
worſhip-thee, Heaven: and earth are full of the 
Majeſtie of thy glory. Thou filleſt, the Heavens 
with thy glory, the carth with thy goodneſſe, 
Ler heaven and carth be filled with thy prayſes,Glo- 
ry be tothee inthe higheſt, on carthpeace,good will 
rowards men. Ler the hearts and tongues of theſe 
three Nations be filled with thy praiſes , yea ket 
all the Nations round about ſay, The Lord hath 
done great things for them. Praiſe the Lord,Kings 
of the earth , and all people,. Princes and all Jud- 
gcs , young men and maidens, old men and chik 
dren,praiſe ye the name of the Lord. Let high 
and low, rich and poor, let all degrees of men, 
trot him that firs upon the throne unto him that 
pom at the mill,praiſe the name of the Lord, 

or. his name alone. is excellent, his Glory is above 
the carth and heaven, Let the King praiſe the 
name of the Lord , for-it is he. that giveth ſalva- 
tion to Kings , that delivered Charles his Servant 
fromthe hurtfull ſword, Let him praiſe the name 
of the Lord , who hath preſerved him wonder- 
fully. from. the-inquiſition of bloudy _y _ 
unte 
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havnted him to deſtroy his body , and from the 
charms and baits of ſubtile Charmers and Moun- 
rebanks that ſought to bewitch and poyſon his ſoul. 
Let him praiſe the name of the Lord who hath 
brought him back again , as a man in whom he 
took delight and pleaſure to ſer upon his fathers 
throne in peace, and hath made him to ariſc 
tothis Nation as a Sunne with healing in his wings, 
and to appear as an Angel of peace. Let . 
Nobles of our Land praiſe the Name of he Lord, 
who hath brought them uy again from under a 
buſhel! to be ſct upon a andleſtick , and ſhine 
with their anticnt luſtre and honour , and hath 
made them to become again as pillars of firc., 
who had bcen depreſt to. be ſcarce pillars of a 
cloud. Let the' commons praiſe the name of the 
Lord , who hath raiſcd- them up again to become 
a free and full Aſſembly, and hath filled them with 
a Spirit of wiſdome and unanimity, and hath fer 
them above the awe of all military inſolency , 
above the regard of all popular tumults , and hath 
entruſted them with ſo bleſſed an opportunity . of 
making themſelves and this Nation ( through the 
blefſinz of God upon their counſails ) an unitcd 
| and happy people.. Let the Servants of the Lord 
who miniſter in his holy rhings , who have becn 
beſpattcred with all filthy revilings , and have 
entred into his Courts cloathed with fack-cloth, 
| mourning zo ſec the deſolationr,yca and abomina- 
nons ſometimes ro ſtand in the holy place, Jer them 
lik up thcir ſouls to praiſe the name of the Lord 
{ with all their. might z fer the high prayſes of _ 

C. 
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be in their 'momhs , who harh -in his compaſſian 
ro his poor unworthy ſervants ſaid, Take away 
rheſe unfilrhy Garmems from my Joſhuzhs , who 
hath preſerved the lives of his Servants that were 
reckoned as Sheep for the Slavghter, fromthe 
malicious aims'ot their violent and cruel ene- 
mics, andrheir portion for becoming a prey to 
the foxes, Let the great Ciry praiſe rhe name & 
che Lord , who hath preſerved her children from 
fitting in aſhes , who bath lifted her up from pi- 
ning ſorrow to triumphing joy, and hath Arengtt 
ned again the barrs of her gares , thar no violent 
enemy ( we hope ) ſhall ever break rhem in fats 
der. Letthoſe who go down to the Sea, and th 
their buſineſſe in great waters, let” them © pralſe 
che- name of the Lord, who hath ſmoothed rheit 
path. over thoſe rough billows to paſs with lefſe I & 
hazard and more comfort , and hath opened 1 un 
door of commerce tothem with more ſafety and I of 
honour. ' Let the Country-man praiſe the name if «/ 
of the Lord , who hath granted him 7o fie unde I ful 
his own wine andhis own fig-tree in peace, and I an 
to call it his own with more confidence , whoſe I ral 
hopes to be eaſed of his heavy opprefſion and bur- fo 
thens , are alreadya prefer eaſe to his ſpirit. Le Ii C0 
all choſe who love the honour. of the great God of I 
heaven, and dclighe to ſee him worfhipped in the | 
beauty of holineſſe,praife the name of rhe Lord: I (v 
let all thoſe who love the Lord Jcſus Chriſt, 
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and 
rejoice to ſee his honour reſcued from the' grofſe I 
mifapprehenfions and defamarions of Hereticks,and ÞÞ 9! 


from the bold blaſphemies of Arheiſts , praiſe the 


name 
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zame of rhe Lord, who-hath reſtored to us a No- 
be Defender of the antient, Cathalick and Apoſto- 
ick faith-once delivered to tbe Saints : jevall thoſe 
that love the peace and proſperity, and flouriſhin 
welfare ofthe Churchof Chriſt in this Nation, praile . 
the name- of che Lord, who hath preſerved and gi- 
ien.her another Conſtantine, and agail.. raiſed 
ber hopes, that Kings ſhall be her nurſing Fa- 
", 48h Qucens. her antjing Mothers - let all 
toſe whodclight in: order ,, peace and unity, who 
payed.thar all things in the- Church may be done 
tuently. and. in order;, praiſe the name of the Lord, _ 
who hath layed a foundation for areal reformation, 
or he reſtoring of bleſled,unity, holy, order,and the 
mitive Gavernment in:the Church, and hath rai- 
/ up a; doliverer to) reſtrain thofr who break 
dane the carved. works in(Gods| Houſe with Ax- 
ts And hammers, Let thoſe . who have groaned 
under the burchen\of repraeches ande. opprefiions , 
of diſtreſſes and perſecutions, who have had try- 
all of their cruel mockings, who have taken joy- 
fully che ſpoyling of their goods ; let them prailc , 
al again praiſe the name of the Lord, who hath 
raiſed up a deliverer for rhem,a deliverer who holds 
forth hisarm to gather them, -and crieth to them , 
Come unto me and 1 will eaſe you, Let all thoſe 
that deſire to ſail through the Sea of their mortality 
in the calm of tranqutffity and \ peace , that lovethe 
lweetneſs of living under ſctled and juſt laws, and 
under ſuch a Prince as keeps them himſelf,and com- 
pelleth others to keep them, let them praiſe the name }- 


of the Lord, who hath given them their _— at 
ealk . 
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opes of them into rheir boſomes; Let 
who 6 of dryer ro the rrue << ll 
robedienceto the juſt claimers, honour to whom! 
Khiar , ir ibute” to whom tribute is due, let them 
praiſe the name*of the Lord, who hath freed us _ 

the” heavy yoakof U ſurpers ; ro whom the pa 

rribute was ten | tifnes heavier then the tribute 1 wy, 
Ler all thoſe whore ce to have their -innocence/, 
ſhielded from ary violence and injuſtice, their 
_— liberty" from Turkiſh ſlavery, - | their live 
Re Lenka High courts of Juftice,their conſis 
ences from helliſh'chains,praiſe the name of the Loed, 
Let every one whoſe heart cleaveth firmly to the 
Proteſtant Religion, every one that breadicch with 

arruc Engliſh ts Girieay, The Lords name be 
ſed for ever. Praiſe thodehe Lord,O my ſoul,andal 
chat is within me bleſs his holy name. Amen, Amer; 


|| | Soli Deo gloria in ſecula ſeculoram, 
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